
FBC Devotion Thursday October 7 2021 Ephesians 5:19 How’s Your Singing Voice? 

“Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in 
your hearts.” 

I think my church family knows just how much I love to sing, and Paul hits it out of the park with his 
words from our text. 

Did you know that one of the most frequently issued commands in all of the Bible, is for us to sing to 
the Lord? Throughout both the Old and New Testaments there are some 300 instances of singing that 
are described or commanded. Singing is an essential practice of the Christian life. 

It’s worth mentioning at this point that none of those instances contain a qualification that says to 
sing only if we have a good voice, only if we feel like it, or only if we like the song or style of music. 

Singing is essential to the Christian life because it’s both a valuable and vulnerable way for us to 
express our worship to God. It’s valuable because music itself is essential to the life of every human 
being. Can you imagine a wedding without music? A movie without a soundtrack? No bands, concerts 
or concert venues? A world without music would be a dark and stale place to live. It brings colour to 
an otherwise black and white world. 

Music is valuable to us because it is able to express our praise, thoughts, hopes and fears in ways that 
spoken words cannot convey. When we sing, we’re able to express a deeper part of our hearts than we 
would have ever been able to otherwise. If we’re heartbroken, a song helps us cry. If we’re overjoyed, a 
song projects it from the rooftops. If we’re thankful, singing is our offering of praise. 

Singing is meaningful; it’s motivational; it’s powerful. It reminds us, guides us, shapes us and gives 
our hearts a voice beyond the spoken word. That’s why God’s people sing. 

God’s people sing as a valuable and vulnerable act of worship. As Tim Keller has said, “If you really 
love something, you don’t just praise it because you love it; you praise it in order to love it. When you 
enjoy something, you don’t just praise it because you’ve enjoyed it; you praise it in order to enjoy it 
more.” 

Can you imagine Thanksgiving without singing those great old hymns? “Count Your Blessings. Come 
Ye Thankful People Come. Let All Things Now Living.” 

Imagine shopping at our favourite stores at Christmas time without Christmas carols playing in the 
background? And what would a Christmas Eve service be without singing Silent Night together by 
candlelight? 

Singing played an important role in the early church. Paul and Silas sang hymns in prison (Acts 
16:25). Paul wrote about singing to the Roman believers (Romans 15:9) to the Corinthians (1 
Corinthians 14:15), and to the Colossians (Colossian 3:16). James commanded believers to sing praise 
to God (James 5:13). Finally, Paul adds "making music to the Lord with your heart." 

We join with the Psalmist this Thanksgiving weekend, “to enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and 
into His courts with praise: to be thankful unto Him, and bless His name.” 


