
FBC Devotion Tuesday October 5 2021 1 Peter 1:8 Unseen but Loved

“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.” 

“Though you have not seen him, you love him.” Peter had seen Christ face to face, his readers had not. 
Peter had known Christ intimately. Most of his readers had never met anyone who had seen our Lord 
in the flesh. Though they were only a generation away from the actual events recorded in the gospels, 
to them it was history just as it’s to us today. 

Wouldn’t it have been wonderful to have seen Jesus when he walked on the earth? Let me ask you a 
purely hypothetical question. Suppose you could be transported back in time to view any one part of 
Christ’s life, which one would you choose?  

Would it be one of the miracles? Perhaps the feeding of the 5,000? Or Jesus walking on water? Or the 
raising of Lazarus? Or would you listen in to his discussion with Nicodemus? What about listening to 
the Sermon on the Mount? Or joining him for a meal at Zaccheus’ house? Would you choose to stand 
by his side at the cross? Or would you prefer to run with Peter and John to see the empty tomb? 

The world judges everything by the five senses. If we can’t see it or touch it or feel it, if the image is 
not before us, we wonder if it can be real at all. The world around us says, “Seeing is believing.” But 
that’s not true. 

Seeing is not believing. Most of the people who saw Jesus in the flesh did not believe in him. The 
religious leaders by and large rejected him. Though the common people heard him gladly, they had no 
clear idea of who he was or why he came.  

Certainly they did not grasp that he was the Son of God from heaven, the Saviour of the world, King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. Only a tiny handful, grasped his true identity.   

He is unseen—but he is not unloved. Our Lord may be hidden from our eyes, but that doesn’t 
matter. Love knows no distance. 

Fanny Crosby the famous hymn writer became blind at the age of six weeks due to an eye infection 
and bungled medical treatment. During her lifetime, she wrote over 9,000 hymns, including “Blessed 
Assurance,” “Safe in the Arms of Jesus” and “He Hideth My Soul.”  

When asked if she regretted her blindness, she answered, “No. Thanks to my blindness, the first thing 
I’ll see is the face of my beloved Saviour welcoming me to His heaven.” 

Those words express the true Christian viewpoint. None of us have seen Jesus. Though we have not 
seen him, we love him and we trust him. One day we will see him face to face. Jesus said to doubting 
Thomas, Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed” (John 20:29).  

That describes us exactly. We have not seen, yet we have believed, and we are blessed beyond 
measure. 


