
FBC Devotion Thursday, August 26 2021 Psalm 23 Never Alone 

One of the passages of Scripture I was asked to read at June Fowler’s funeral was Psalm 23. This is a 
part of the Bible that has brought comfort to many people in their time of grief and suffering. I don’t 
think David wrote this psalm specifically for times of grief, but today this psalm is sung, read, or 
preached on at many funerals. In fact, it’s a psalm for all occasions.  

It’s a song about our God who walks with those whom He loves through all the ups and downs that life 
brings. It’s a song of trust and confidence in God’s presence and help in times of trouble.  

I don’t remember when I first came into contact with the 23rd Psalm, but Cameron McIlwrath, my 
boyhood Sunday School teacher, insisted that we learn the words off by heart.  

I don’t know what has happened to all those children that were part of my old Sunday School class, 
but I hope the words that he made us learn has had some impact on their lives, as it has mine. It’s my 
prayer that the words that Cameron made us learn, give them hope and comfort of God when they 
need it the most.  

I hope that the words of this Old Testament Psalm remind them of our loving God in the time of their 
deepest need. It’s clear from this Psalm about the Shepherd that the writer wants to tell us that God is 
intimately involved in our lives.  

He knows what is happening in our lives. He knows what trouble has come our way. He knows how 
weak we are in the face of temptation. He knows when we are sad, or depressed, or upset, or guilt-
ridden. He knows when we’re struggling with disease and ill health, always fearing that death is just 
around the corner. We can say He knows every need that we might have. 

The 23rd Psalm provides us with a picture of a person who knew his sheep closely and personally. He 
lived with them, slept with them, roamed the hills with them day after day; he led them to good 
pasture, freshwater, and protected them from all kinds of danger with his shepherd’s staff. He knew 
individual sheep by name and each sheep responded to the familiar voice of the shepherd. 

It’s no wonder that David, the writer of this song, uses the image of a shepherd to get across the idea 
of the intense love that God has for us and His concern for our total well-being at every turn of our 
life. 

And it’s no wonder that Jesus takes up this illustration of the shepherd and applies it to himself. He 
says, “I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and I’m known by my own; even as the Father 
knows me, and I know the Father” (John 10:14-15).  

He’s saying that just as Jesus is close to God the Father, and just as God the Father is close to Jesus, 
so also no-one is closer to us than the Good Shepherd – Jesus. He knows us and loves us so much that 
He’s willing to put His life on the line for us.  

A shepherd would often be in danger as he protected his sheep from wolves or would find himself 
hanging over some precipice in order to rescue a straying lamb. But I don’t think that he would go so 
far as to deliberately give up his life to save a dumb sheep. But “the good shepherd” does. He gave up 
His life on a cross so that His sheep could have forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 


