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Sunday August 1 2021 - Acts 2:42-47 “A Firm Foundation” 

Acts 2:41-47 offers us a brief snapshot of the early church. In fact, this is the very earliest picture of 
what Christianity looked like in its infancy. You have to be impressed when you read of the explosion 
of growth the new believers experienced. Imagine starting a new church with 3000 members.  

One things for sure – it was an attractive church. Here is a fledgling church with no building, no paid 
staff, no programmes, no choir, no piano, no parking lots, no buses, no contemporary worship, and no 
Internet web site.  

They had none of the “stuff” Canadians consider so crucial—yet they reached people by the thousands.  

So what was it that made the early church so attractive? It comes down to one thing and one thing 
only: They shared a common faith in Jesus Christ. On the Day of Pentecost, people gathered in 
Jerusalem from all the surrounding countries (Acts 2:1-11).  

That shows us the early church sprang from a multitude of differing ethnic groups, skin colours, 
cultures, and languages. Their shared faith in Christ drew people to them. 

Here are three key words that reveal the “secret” of the early church: Unified … Magnified … 
Multiplied. The believers were unified, Christ was magnified, and the church was multiplied.  

From what we read in our text, this church was: 

1) Was Founded on the Word of God 

2) It Practiced vital Worship 

3) It Promoted Caring Relationships 

4) It Was Devoted to Prayer 

5) It Ministered to those in Need 

This tells us: 

1) It Was Healthy on the inside 

2) It Was Attractive on the outside 

3) It Was Filled with Unfettered Joy 

4) It Saw Continual Conversions 

5) The Presence of God Was a Felt Reality 

What happened in Acts 2 is not unique. The events in Jerusalem would have been a topic in many 
households as friends and neighbours turned to the Lord. It was the talk of the town. 

Do you ever wonder what people say about churches in our town?  
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How would an observer describe our congregation? Would they say we were a church that was 
committed to sharing the gospel? Would they say that we are a people who are trying to reveal Christ 
in the way we live? Would they say we enjoyed each other’s company? 

We may never know what others say about us (and may not want to know) but one thing we do know - 
the reputation of the early church in Acts 2:42-47.   Read Text. On Screen 

42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in 
meals (including the Lord’s Supper, and to prayer. 43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and 
the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together 
in one place and shared everything they had.  

45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They 
worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their 
meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all 
the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.” 

What a picture this is of the believers of that first century congregation. They were committed, but the 
mere fact that these believers were committed doesn’t set them apart from others; people are 
committed to all kinds of things.  

They may be committed to their jobs, success, making money, or developing athletic ability in 
themselves or their children. People may be committed to their families, their hobbies, and their 
political ideologies. Simply being committed doesn’t set us apart from others. What set these 
people apart as believers was what they were committed to. 

We’re told that they were committed to the Apostle’s teachings. (42) The only way they had 
to learn about Jesus was through the teaching of the apostles. They were hungry to learn more about 
their Saviour. 

This means that the Word of God must be the foundational teaching of the church. We don’t depend 
on the latest Gallup Poll or the whims of public opinion to decide what we believe or what we will do. 

God still guides His church though His inerrant inspired Word. 

A person who genuinely trusts Christ will want to know more about Him. The best way to do that is to 
make Daily Bible reading an integral part of the Christian life. 

In our “experience oriented” society it’s sometimes difficult to find solid Bible teaching. The people of 
God need to hear God’s Word, not the preacher’s opinions on how to have a better life. Beware of any 
church or preacher where the message is not drawn solidly from Scripture.  

You need to hear that "being a Christian" is not just about doing your best, walking an aisle or saying a 
prayer. It’s about a life committment, a change of heart, and a new orientation for living. 

These Believers Were Committed To Each Other. They devoted themselves to the fellowship. 
This is an important distinction. What do you think of when you hear the word “fellowship?” What 
picture comes into your head? In our society we often think of fellowship to mean being chummy or 
friendly with one another.  
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There are many people who are devoted to this kind of fellowship. They’re eager for any opportunity 
to get together and “have some fun” with their friends. Nothing wrong at all with that! 

But the goal of the early church was not just to get together to have some fun . . . their goal was to 
grow in and with each other spiritually. They had an uncommon committment to each other. 

It means to act in a certain way towards a brother or sister. The best way to explain this is to point you 
to the "one another" passages in the New Testament. Let me highlight some of them: 

-Love one another (John 13:34-35, Galatians 5:14) 

-Encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25) 

-Be devoted to one another (Romans 12:10) 

-Build up one another (Romans 14:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

-Be kind to one another (1 Thessalonians 5:15) 

-Accept one another (Romans 15:7) 

-Serve one another (Galatians 5:13) 

-Have concern for one another (1 Corinthians 12:25) 

-Confess your sins to one another (James 5:16) 

-Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32) 

-Teach and admonish one another (Colossians 5:16) 

-Pray for one another (James 5:16) 

-Don't judge one another (Romans 14:13) 

-Don't slander one another (James 4:11) 

We’re told, “all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold 
their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need.” Some have made a big 
deal about this and said the early church was communistic. That’s simply not the case.  

That’s misleading because communism to us suggests a malicious 20th-century ideology that 
enslaved millions of people. Certainly they combined their resources to meet the needs of the poor in 
their midst. No one told them to do this. They evidently did it on their own. 

There was not one great big garage sale, but an on-going process, in which when needs arose; they 
were met by the sale of some property. People retained ownership of their goods but sold goods from 
time to time to meet the pressing needs of others. The key here is the sale of goods was voluntary. 
There’s no indication of this taking place by compulsion.  

Later in Acts we see that many of the people had property. These people were not forced or required 
to sell their possessions. They did this voluntarily to help those who were in need. 
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What we see here is the Holy Spirit creating a church that cared for the needy and practiced sacrificial 
generosity. Christians were their brothers' keepers.  

Following Christ in those days could be very costly. It could mean losing your job, or your business. 
Some had to quit their job because it was contrary to their faith; some were cut off from their families. 
So, these believers helped each other as part of a community of faith.  (Quote Galatians) 

There’s a unique bond between brothers and sisters in Christ that the world knows nothing about. The 
word for fellowship here carries the idea of sharing and intimacy. This is why we can meet a fellow 
Christian for the first time and immediately feel that we can share our lives with that person. Even feel 
we have known them for years. What a wonder this is!  

We’ve a common standard and values as found in Scripture. We’ve a common goal and a common 
destiny. We’re on the same road, travelling the same direction. 

“And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had.” 

This idea of togetherness is so important because we live in increasing isolation from each other. Our 
technology has made it easier than ever to avoid human contact. Look at the average family. We have 
our own cars, our own rooms, our own TV’s, our own phones, our own computers.  

We can work at home if we want, thus avoiding the messy problem of dealing with people face to face. 
Our quest for more privacy has come at the cost of enormous personal loneliness for many people. 

Here is the question to ask yourself: Who encourages us and holds us accountable in our Christian 
walk? God never intended that we go it alone. If we can’t answer that question, we need to reach out 
and start building those relationships. 

There are those today who say they don't need the church to be a Christian. You don't need the church 
to become a Christian, but you certainly need the church to be a Christian. The church doesn't 
make you a Christian any more than a garage makes a bike a car. But Christians – gather together 
corporately in church. 

We can’t grow in isolation. We need the encouragement, the instruction, the correction, and the 
strength that comes from being together as a church body. 

When God saves us, He puts us together physically with other believers. He puts us together to 
experience fellowship. He puts us together so we can learn to love one another, encourage one 
another, be devoted to one another, build up one another, be kind to one another, accept one another, 
serve one another, have concern for one another, and so on. 

You might think that the plea to worship regularly is the “commercial” message of every church. It’s 
not. It’s a biblical command. It can be argued if we’re sporadic in worship we not only disobey God, 
we hinder our spiritual growth. So what else did these new Christians do? 

They celebrated the Lord’s Supper. We’re told they worshipped together at the Temple each day, 
met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity, all the 
while praising God.  
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The purpose of the Lord’s Supper is to help us remember and to proclaim the truth of the gospel. We 
need to celebrate the Lord’s Supper to keep us focused.  

They were committed to worship and to prayer. 

Luke tells us that in the early church everyone was filled with “awe”. The word for “awe” is the word 
“phobia”. We would usually translate “phobia” as fear. Claustrophobia is the fear of close spaces. 
Acrophobia, the fear of heights. Xenophobia is the fear of strangers. Agoraphobia is the fear of public 
places.  

It’s said that in Ireland, the most favourite phobia is ergophobia, the fear of work. The tramp can be a 
sufferer from aquaphobia, the fear of water, which makes him shun the bathtub. 

The early church had a fear of God. But this was a different kind of fear. These people respected 
God’s power, His standards and His might. They respected His place as the Ruler and Creator of the 
Universe.  

They didn’t take Him lightly. Notice the text says, “everyone” was filled with awe. Incredibly, 
even those outside the church came to respect the God of the Christians.  

If the people of the world don’t respect the God of Creation, let’s make sure they see respect and awe 
among His own followers?”    

God said "Amen" to this congregation's efforts in some very real ways: 

1. He blessed them with His Peace (Unity) - God’s church is to be a united church, and unity 
among people so different can only be the result of the Lord's work in our lives! We may not always 
agree on everything, but when the chips are down, the people of God will stand together, work 
together and die together! 

2. He blessed them with His Power - They saw miracles done in their midst.  

3. He blessed them with His Presence - He has promised the same for His people wherever and 
whenever they may meet, Matt. 18:20.  

It’s intriguing to see the ripple-like impact of the early church. 

They met together with glad and sincere hearts. They faced difficulties and an uncertain future 
but they did so with joy. They were thrown in prison but they sang songs. They were tortured but still 
they joyfully gave thanks to God for the privilege to suffer in His name.  

God was no longer distant to these folks; He was near. There was an uncommon intimacy with the 
Almighty. God was honoured by the lives of these believers.  

We see an impact in the wider community. These believers enjoyed the favour of all people. Not 
everyone agreed with these early believers. They were viewed favourably not because they catered to 
the world, but because of their devoted commitment to the Lord and to each other. The people around 
them couldn’t overlook the love, compassion, sincerity, reverence, and obedience of these people.  
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Let’s pray that the modern church will again inspire Godly fear in the hearts of the world around us 
and witness that element known as the power of God.   

Let’s pray that the modern church will not reach a place where we fear to stand on the standards laid 
down in the Bible for fear of offending some individual or group.   

Finally, we see an impact on non-believers. We read that “The Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved”. Who wouldn’t want to become part of a church like this - to know 
the Jesus that these folks proclaimed, and see many being saved? 

Teaching, fellowship, worship, and prayer made them spiritually fit, healthy, strong, and vibrant. 

Prayer: Our Father, we pray to be this kind of church and this kind of people. We read these ancient 
words and our hearts cry out for this kind of reality.  

Show us anything in our midst that hinders your work. Open our hearts to one another and to you. 
Make us of one mind and one heart. May unbelievers be attracted to Jesus by what they see in us. 
Amen. 


