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FBC Sunday July 25 2021 John 12:20-26 We Wish To See Jesus 

A lady in her early years of ministry as a chaplain at a nursing home, was invited to conduct a Sunday 
morning service at the nursing home – an invitation which she gladly accepted. She threw herself into 
the task with all of her energy.  

She thought very highly of the people who lived at the nursing home, and she wanted to deliver – not 
just a sermon – but a really great sermon. So she worked and worked on it, filling the garbage can 
with rejected thoughts, until finally she had it. 

The only trouble it was the kind of sermon that only a graduate of a theological seminary would 
understand. It had all kinds of references to Greek and Hebrew scattered throughout the message. 

On the day when she delivered the sermon, the residents of the nursing home gathered in the chapel. 
Some were wheeled in. Others used walkers. A few had I.V. needles in their arms. Care givers 
gathered around in the back to attend the service. 

Now one of the gifts of old age is that you often take the freedom to say the truth, no 
matter what the truth is. The message being preached was a sophisticated, eyes glazed over 
theological sermon, when all of a sudden one of the patients started wheeling her wheelchair out of 
the chapel and back to her own room. With each push of the wheel chair, the lady said very 
loudly, “Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.” 

Later on, the chaplain was telling a friend about the experience, and admitted that while she had tried 
to preach the greatest sermon of all time, she had failed to help them “see Jesus” – so that it had 
become nothing more than “blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.”  

She had tried to preach a graduate level course in theology, but the people just wanted to see Jesus in 
a basic level of truth. 

May it always be so in this congregation, that the pastors behind this pulpit, would never waver from 
helping people to see Jesus. 

In today's text, some Greeks in the city of Jerusalem ask to see Jesus. The Bible doesn’t tell us Why 
they wanted to see Him. We only know That they wanted to see Him. 

This story is set when the Jewish festival of Passover was being celebrated. Tens of thousands of 
faithful pilgrims would flock to the temple from all over the Mediterranean, making their sacrifices to 
God and paying their half shekel temple tax. 

They’d come from as far away as Persia, Syria, Egypt, Greece and Rome. John says, “Some Greeks 
who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration paid a visit to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee. They said, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.”  

During the middle of the 20th century, churches across America posted John 12:20 in the pulpit 
where the preacher could see it. “Sir, we would see Jesus,” to remind a whole generation of 
preachers their primary task in preaching, was showing Jesus as the Saviour of sinners. 
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The entire Gospel of John was written with this very purpose in mind.  

Near the end of the book, John writes, “The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in 
addition to the ones recorded in this book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him, you will have life by the 
power of his name.” (John 20:30-31) 

If “seeing is believing,” we can imagine the Greeks who came to Philip were hoping for more than a 
glimpse of a celebrity. They were hoping for more than an autograph. They wanted to meet Jesus. 

John’s account doesn’t tell us if they get a face-to-face meeting with Jesus, but it does describe the 
way such an encounter usually happens. The Greeks approach Philip, and he goes to Andrew, and 
together they go to Jesus. 

That’s often how evangelism works. It’s a chain reaction, one person gets saved, and shares that 
good news with a friend or family member. They share their experience with people they know, and 
when those people experience the same life-changing power of God, they tell their family and friends. 
As those people’s lives are changed, they tell more people. 

Every marketing expert will tell you that word of mouth is the best form of advertising. 
EG of Shur-Gain. People trust the opinions of their friends, their neighbours, their family members – 
before they trust the word of a stranger. So it’s no wonder that these Greek worshippers approach the 
disciples who look and sound most like them, when they try to get an audience with Jesus. 

So what’s this gospel telling us today? 

First, it’s telling us to be on the lookout for spiritual seekers. They’re all around us if we’re 
prepared to listen. They may have all sorts of questions about God, or they may just feel like God’s a 
million miles away from them, and if there’s a way to get closer, they want to find it. We can’t be in a 
hurry, when people of this generation have so little knowledge of what Jesus is all about. 

This morning’s text has a simple request – “we would like to see Jesus.” The question is why? 
Was it to get a first-hand glimpse of him; was it to see him up close and personal, was it to see the 
kind of man he was, was it to hear his voice, observe his mannerisms, follow his train of thought? 

Was it curiosity? Perhaps they’d gotten wind of his teaching or heard about some of the miracles 
he’d performed. There’s no indication that they wanted to be disciples or make any particular 
commitment to him. 

People want to see Jesus for many different reasons. Some have no desire to see Him at all 
until life hits them with tragedy or serious illness, then they desire a miracle. Others are looking for 
Jesus out of curiosity. Still others are seeking spiritual truth and are not looking in the right place.  

Who was this incredible man who’d calmed the storm and walked on water; who’d healed the sick and 
brought the dead back to life? I’d say they were curious all right, just like many who flock to revival 
meetings to see what it’s all about out of curiosity. 
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Now, curiosity is a good thing. It’s often the motivating force of research and discovery, it prods 
us to look into things more deeply. Curiosity may have killed the cat, but for the most part, it feeds 
that longing we have to solve mysteries, unlock secrets and broaden our horizons. 

Often people who first come to church come out of a sense of curiosity. They’re curious to know more 
about God and Jesus, the church and what it stands for. They want to know more about this 
relationship that binds us together as one family of faith. 

They’re curious, but not yet committed. So some churches have developed what they call 
“seeker services,” services designed for folks not familiar with the lingo we use and hymns we sing.  

It’s an effort to meet people where they are and introduce them slowly to the rudiments of worship, 
rather than have them dive in head first. 

Personally I prefer for seekers, the programme called, “ALPHA,” named after the first 
letter of the Greek alphabet. Alpha began in England and is a series of interactive sessions that 
explore the basics of the Christian faith.  

Last year, approximately 30,000 churches and organisations ran Alpha with over 1.3 million 
participants. In a relaxed and informal setting, simple questions were answered such as “Who is 
Jesus?” and “Why do we pray?” How can we have faith? 

The course is geared to making the experience as comfortable and inviting as possible to the person 
who’d just walked in off the street. No question is treated as too trivial, threatening or illogical, and no 
one is pestered if they chose not to come back. 

Today, there are Alpha courses all over the world who engage with people who wouldn’t usually come 
to church – online. (Knox Thedford) 

I see Alpha as one of many ways to satisfy people’s natural curiosity. It’s one way of responding to the 
request the Greeks made, “We would like to see Jesus.”  

But there’s another reason people wish to see Jesus, and that is, like so many of our heroes, 
he’s bigger than life. Unlike the rabbis of his time, he taught as one with authority. He broke the rules 
of social convention and ate with tax collectors and sinners.  

He deferred to no one, not even king Herod. He dared to touch lepers and walk among Gentiles. He 
had compassion for the poor; yet showed no contempt for the wealthy. He put down the religious 
leaders for their false piety and by contrast, held a child in his arms and said, 

“Whoever becomes humble like this child will be greatest in the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 18:4) 

The catch is, according to John, the Greeks never got an audience with Jesus. Philip took their request 
to Andrew, and together, Andrew and Philip told Jesus, but Jesus didn’t say yes or no. 

Instead, he said, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory.  I tell you the 
truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will 
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produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives.  Those who love their life in this world 
will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for eternity. 

 The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out.  And 
when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” (John 12:23-25, 31-32) 

This is the Good News of the gospel: This little band of Greeks will get to see Jesus all right, as 
will we, not as an object of curiosity, and not as a hero, but as the Saviour of the world, high and lifted 
up on a cross for all to see. 

And what this means is that to see Jesus is not simply to look at a historical figure, impressive as he 
may be, but to behold the Christ as one crucified for the sins of the world, in order to offer 
salvation to all who would call upon his name.  

Like Moses placing a serpent on his staff and holding it high for all the people to see, Jesus is the 
signpost pointing us to God and to a life of self-surrender in love and service to others. He’s the 
promise of our deliverance from sin and death, calling us to a life of faithfulness and obedience to 
God. And this is his message in a nutshell; 

“Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in this world 
will keep it for eternity” (John 12:25) 

Jesus himself showed the way – he voluntarily surrendered his life in obedience to God, trusting God 
to order and provide. To see Jesus, then or now, is to see him crucified for the sins of the 
world, and in response, to lay down our lives for the sake of others. 

Years ago, I heard this song. It spoke to me then. It speaks to me now. It goes like this, 

“Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus, to reach out and touch him, and say that we love him. 

Open our ears Lord, and help us to listen, open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus.” 

But what are the things we want to see Jesus for?  

For me, I Wanted To See Jesus for Forgiveness of Sin. On a cold December night and hearing 
of my need to be saved, God in mercy drew me to Himself.  

I don’t know about you, but I’ve often wondered where I would be, and what I would be, if not for that 
glorious life changing experience “that if anyone is in Christ they are a new creation, old things have 
passed away and all things became new.” 

I have come to see it doesn’t matter whether you searched for the Lord or whether you just bumped 
into Him. It doesn’t matter if you grew up in the Sunday School or spent your life on the streets.  

It doesn’t matter if you had a dramatic conversion experience or whether you came gradually to faith. 
What matters is having assurance of forgiveness of sins, possessing eternal life, and 
walking with God.  This is the reason I wanted to see Jesus. 
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We Want To See Jesus In The Everyday Things Of Life. 

When we need guidance- We Would Like to See Jesus 

When We Need Peace- We Would Like to See Jesus 

When We Need Comfort- We Would Like to See Jesus  

When We Need Assurance- We Would Like to See Jesus  

When We Need To Get Back On Track- We Would Like to See Jesus 

When We Need To Know His Will- We Would Like to See Jesus  

When We Need Victory- We Would Like to See Jesus  

We Want To See Jesus In Our Sorrows And Shadows. 

Those who preach today only a prosperity Gospel, and a life forever removed from anxiety and 
difficulties in life, do the church a great harm, for God’s people are most certainly not immune from 
trials. 

If ever there was a time we want to see Jesus, it’s in our most trying times. We want to see Jesus even 
when God appears to be silent and oblivious to our problems, and we start to think He doesn’t seem to 
care. There isn’t any suffering greater than the silence of God. It’s in such a time- We would like 
to see Jesus. 

In the midnight hours we want to see the Light of the World. When the sisters in Bethany 
lost their brother Lazarus, they immediately sent for Jesus. He’s the One we want to see when sorrow 
comes. He’s the only One who understands and can comfort us. 

We Would Like To See Jesus In The Hour Of Death. 

There are going to be valleys in life for all of us. Some of us have many valleys, some few. Some of us 
have deep valleys, some not so deep. But, somewhere in our journey, we must all cross the valley 
of the shadow of death. Its time may be unknown, but it’s certain to come. 

And we must walk it one by one, unless we walk it with Christ. We can’t walk this valley with 
our husband or wife. We can’t walk it with our business partner. We can’t take our friends or relatives. 
As we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we walk with Christ or we walk alone. 

When death roars its worst at us, we need not fear, for our Saviour is with us. Whether we brush the 
edge of the valley of death or actually walk through it, He promises, "I’ll be there with you." 

When we go down into the dark valley, we want to find Him there. Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they 
comfort me. 

The early Christians were not looking for a cleft in the ground called a grave, but for a cleavage in the 
sky called Glory. They were watching not for the undertaker but for the upper taker.  
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We Want To See Jesus In Glory. 

What a day it will be for Sick Saints, Suffering Saints, and for Sorrowing Saints! What a day it will be 
for all the redeemed Church of God when the Saints go marching in. 

The Bible is clear in its affirmation of life beyond the grave.  We’re told that for the one who 
trusts in Christ for salvation, there will be a new life in Heaven. It will be an existence free from pain, 
tears, disappointment, and sorrow.  

The born again believer lives and ministers with this eternal perspective. Believers realize that there is 
much more to this life than nice houses, cars, money and careers.  

When I was younger heaven seemed so distant and far away. The older I get, the more and more 
friends and loved ones who precede me to that glorious place, the closer it seems to be. 

O the soul thrilling rapture when I see His blessed face,  

And the luster of His kindly beaming eye.  

How my full heart will praise Him,  

For His mercy love and grace, that prepares for me a mansion in the sky. I shall know Him etc. 

As my brother Larry often says, there will be three things which will surprise us when we get to 
heaven. 

1) To find many there that we did not expect to find there.  

2) To find that there are some missing who we had expected to be there.  

3) The greatest wonder of all will be to find ourselves there. 

“Sir, they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 

 


