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FBC Service Sunday July 18 2021 Acts 4:1-22 From Ordinary to Extraordinary 

The world is full of ordinary people who go about their daily living by working 8 hours a day, paying 
their bills at the end of the month, cooking for the family, getting the groceries from the store, 
carrying out the everyday things of life. But sometimes the unexpected happens. 

Our text this morning goes out of its way to emphasize how God uses ordinary people for His 
purposes. Acts 4 sees the early church making a tremendous impact in Jerusalem. People are being 
saved by the thousands, and Jesus Christ is being proclaimed.  

In great alarm, church leaders had Peter and John arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin, the 
high court of Israel. Peter seizes the opportunity to preach to the Jewish leaders about the Lord Jesus, 
4:8-12. 

“When they saw the boldness of Peter and John, they could see that they were ordinary men with no 
special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.” 

They were “ordinary with no special training.” 

That wasn’t a compliment. 

This verse is simply a reminder that we shouldn’t only put our trust in great and gifted professionals. 
It’s not human qualities that ensure success in the kingdom of God. Peter and John were 
ordinary, average, normal, commonplace men. Under any other circumstances, they probably 
wouldn’t have garnered any particular attention.  

There’s a temptation for us today to think that the more educated you are, the more effective you will 
be for Jesus Christ, true or false? Absolutely false! However, the reverse—to be effective you must 
be uneducated—is also untrue.  

These men weren’t attractive personalities. They didn’t stand out from the crowd. They were 
not household names, but they had obeyed Jesus when He told them to wait for His Holy Spirit to 
come on them. 

This goes directly against a common misunderstanding among many young believers, who think if 
someone really famous would become a Christian, then lots of other people would follow suit. The 
assumption is that if believers were extraordinary in human terms, then many people would flock to 
become believers.  

This verse puts that myth to rest. Those who spread the gospel in the 1st century were, in human 
terms, very ordinary.  

But there was one defining characteristic that the observers finally hit upon concerning Peter and 
John, “they recognized that they had been with Jesus.” 

For anyone among us feeling underqualified, underprepared, or in over their head, this chapter offers 
hope. God will always do more through you than expected. It’s not education, wealth, position, or 
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political influence that makes us competent or qualified to do great things for God. Rather, it’s time 
spent with Jesus that makes us ready for His purposes. 

So here’s what we’ve seen so far: 

The Jewish leaders were astonished by the boldness of Peter and John. 

They weren’t impressed with their background. 

They realized that they had been with Jesus. 

It wasn’t in their education. They had no formal religious training. 

It wasn’t in their credentials. They had none. 

It wasn’t in their religious pedigree. They didn’t have one. 

So what was it! It was in the Spirit-filled boldness that was born out of knowing Jesus. 

Peter and John have just healed a crippled man at the Temple (Acts 3:1-10). When a crowd gathers, 
Peter seizes the moment to preach a gospel message (Acts 3:11-26). After they are arrested and 
thrown in jail, Peter addresses the religious leaders (Acts 4:1-12).   

He’s standing in front the men who conspired to kill Jesus a few weeks earlier.  

It’s all to his credit that he didn’t back down. He clearly identifies their guilt and God’s declaration 
concerning His Son: 

“Jesus . . . whom you crucified” (10). 

“Jesus . . . whom God raised” (10).      

He concludes with a clarion call: 

“There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be 
saved (Acts 4:12) 

You know in our post-Modern world, it’s not the statement that Jesus saves that’s offends people. It 
isn’t the least bit offensive in our post-Modern world. It’s the statement that only Jesus saves 
that is offensive to the world. 

And here stands Peter! You have to pinch yourself…can this be the man who, just a couple of 
months previous, was cowering, frightened by this very ecclesiastical body, cursing and swearing that 
he didn’t know Jesus? What an incredible change in a short space of time has come about, because 
he’s now filled with the Spirit. His knees aren’t knocking now! 

The religious leaders couldn’t figure these men out? Where did they learn the truths they were 
sharing? Where did they gain the boldness with which they preached? 
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What happened to make them into what they are now? How could these ordinary men with no special 
training in the Scriptures make such an impact? The court was baffled at the knowledge and poise of 
these “ordinary” men. 

All through the Bible we see God making a habit of using unschooled, ordinary men and women; the 
most unexpected and unlikely people! 1 Corinthians 1:26-28 

“Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world’s eyes, or powerful or 
wealthy when God called you. Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to 
shame those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who 
are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used 
them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.”  

Scripture is full of examples where He used the most unlikely and unexpected people. 

Abraham  

Moses  

Rahab who saved the spies 

The unnamed little slave girl of 2 Kings 5, was the most unlikely person in bringing the mighty captain 
Naaman to a knowledge of the living God. 

Esther, the small town Jewish girl who won a beauty pageant. 

David was a man everyone figured could not have been God’s choice as the next King, because of his 
age and size. 

Amos was a simple Shepherd 

Mary was a an ordinary teenager with an extraordinary heart 

The disciples were a rag-tag group of men whom Jesus called as His disciples. 

But God used these people, and He can use you. God can use the person who has made mistakes in 
their life; He can use the person who was once antagonistic to the Gospel; the people we used to view 
as enemies; and He can use the people that we have already written off.  

So why was Peter and John not intimidated by their arrest? 

How could they dare to speak so freely? 

What was their secret? 

When the religious leaders considered all the facts, they came to one simple conclusion: 

They had been with Jesus. 
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No fact is more important for our consideration today, as all around us we see signs of the 
diminishing impact of Christianity on our culture. We lament the advance of secularism as we watch 
the crumbling of social institutions that have stood in place for thousands of years.  

We wonder why Christians have lost influence in society. I think this verse offers us a very clear 
answer. We need more people to have been with Jesus! 

The early Christians turned the world upside down because they had a life-changing encounter with 
Jesus Christ. Ordinary men became extraordinary, and so powerful was the impact of the first 
generation of believers, that they took the gospel from Jerusalem across the Roman Empire.  

The disciples had been “with” Jesus and knew him intimately, and that changed everything. Even 
their enemies could see the difference Christ had made in their lives. They were emanating an 
unconscious influence.  

We don’t know what others know about us. Often we’re not good judges of our own influence. Others 
will see things about us we don’t see about ourselves. But they will know if we’re the genuine article or 
not. 

The world never understands people like Peter and John. The Jewish leaders weren’t impressed by 
them, but they were in for a big surprise. 

“What chance had these uneducated fishermen in the presence of a whole college of learned Rabbis? 

Remember that Peter and John weren’t looking for a confrontation. They had gone to the temple to 
pray, not to perform a healing, not to preach, and certainly not to get themselves arrested. 

It happens when honourable men do the right thing. Sometimes it gets you into trouble. 

They were doing what Christians should always do. They were “ready to give an answer” for the hope 
that was in them (1 Peter 3:15). They gave an answer and it got them in trouble. The Jewish leaders 
were “greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead.” 

They simply told the truth: 

“You crucified Jesus.” 

“But God raised him from the dead.” 

That’s bold. 

That’s powerful. 

That’s courage on steroids. 

Here’s the response: “But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so the number of 
men who believed now totaled about 5,000.” (v. 4). 
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No wonder their enemies said, “These men have been with Jesus.” Shaky Peter has become solid 
as a rock. When Jesus Christ comes into a life, the change is evident to all.   

Though the leaders hated what Peter said, they couldn’t deny the transformation in his life. When 
even their enemies recognized that Peter and John had been with Jesus, no higher compliment could 
be paid to any believer.  

They bitterly opposed the preaching of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and present ministry through 
His followers.  

The historical facts make Christianity hard to simply dismiss. The world finds that fact aggravating, 
and history shows often those who oppose the gospel will erect all kinds of road blocks, in an attempt 
to snuff it out and eradicate it. For example; 

Laws are passed that restrict religious freedom (sometimes by the use of force) 

They will attack us personally (if you can’t attack the facts, attack the person).  

They will misrepresent us and say we hate Muslims, Pregnant Women and gays; and want to force 
everyone to believe as we do.  None of these statements are true. We don’t hate the people who 
disagree with us.  We love those people and that is why we present the gospel to them. 

They will also magnify our failures. A Christian scandal is big news.  It’s seen as evidence of the 
hypocrisy of the Christian faith.  

You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to see Christianity has become the whipping boy of what is 
called the “woke generation,” whose views are clearly Marxist, and are infiltrating all areas of society. 
They want to see Christianity silenced.  (BC & burn all churches) 

We have to be prepared to face the fact that we will face opposition that we have never experienced 
before. 

Peter and John were commanded not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But 
unmoved they replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? We cannot stop 
telling about everything we have seen and heard.” [18-20] 

There was no way they could stop telling others about Jesus. He had transformed their lives and they 
were convinced He was the Saviour of mankind. This kind of news you can’t keep to yourself. 

What a conundrum these leaders faced! They were between a rock and a hard place, for they 
couldn’t punish the disciples for what everybody recognized as a miracle. So, they told Peter and 
John never to preach about Jesus again.  

The disciples respond, “We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard”.  

The disciples showed respect to the Sanhedrin. They acknowledged their God-given authority, but 
when their commands conflicted with the commands of God, they couldn’t obey.  
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Their response was a simple question, “Should our first obedience be to God or to you?”  In Acts 5, in 
a similar circumstance the disciples answer with an emphatic, “We must obey God rather than men.” 

Peter and John did not obey – they resisted the government: did they sin? No. 

Why not? Because what the religious government was commanding them to do was a sin. 

What are we to do if faced with a similar situation? What have believers done down through the 
centuries? Scripture and history clearly record there are times when Christians have been called on to 
disobey the governing authorities and be obedient to God, believing they have an obligation to 
continue to obey God, no matter what the government says.  

Understand though, we may only disobey the government when we are clearly, 
biblically being commanded to sin. And, also understand, that if we disobey the government, we 
may have to suffer the consequences. 

However, if the government commands me – us – to stop preaching that Jesus is the Only Salvation – 
we cannot obey. It would be a sin to preach that there is salvation in anyone other than Jesus Alone. 

If the government tells you that you cannot mention your Christianity in school, or your job, you must 
continue to honour the Lord in the school, or your place of employment.   

If a law said we must not worship, we would still need to find places to gather to exalt the name of our 
Lord as He commanded. 

Is the day coming when Christians will be told to say nothing about those things the Bible calls sin? 

My brothers and sisters, this is our challenge, our calling, and our prayer: May Christ be seen in us. 
May the Holy Spirit fill us with grace and truth. May the whole world know by the way we live, that we 
have been with Jesus. 

Imagine what would have happened if Peter and John had obeyed the directives of the court. If they 
had simply kept quiet we would not be here today.   

Their courage and faithfulness allowed the gospel to pass to the generations that followed. Our 
faithfulness to the things of God in our day - our courage in the face of opposition will determine 
whether or not Christianity survives in our world, and in the generations that follow us.  

Pray that we might see again a phenomenal growth of the church — and times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. 


