
Page 1 of 5 
 

FBC Service Sunday June 27 2021 2 Corinthians 4:1-9 A Hidden Treasure! 

Have you ever watched “Antiques Roadshow” on PBS? This is one of Wyn’s favourite TV shows. That’s 
the show where people bring their knick-knacks, their family heirlooms, and things they found at a 
flea market to an appraiser, hoping to discover that that funny-looking ceramic clown turns out to 
have been made by some obscure genius in the early 1820s where he made only a few dozen of these 
very rare ceramic clowns. And you have one. “How much did you pay for it?” “Eighteen dollars.” “ 

Well, Mrs. O’Donell, I have good news for you. At auction I would expect this ceramic clown to go for 
at least $45,000.” Camera cuts to Mrs. Jones who looks like she’s about to faint. And all the viewers 
start scouring their attic to see if they might have one of those ceramic clowns stashed in a box 
somewhere.  

Sometimes a simple vase worth $18 becomes $45,000.   

You never know what you might find in a clay pot. Sometimes the greatest treasures come in ordinary 
pots. Many buried and lost treasures have been discovered through the ages. Some of those have been 
found in caves, boxes, or vases, or in the ground where people hid their valuables. 

In 1947 a Bedouin shepherd found a ceramic jar containing very ancient scrolls in a cave overlooking 
the Dead Sea. Since he couldn’t decipher the scrolls, he’d no idea what they said. Later more scrolls 
were discovered in the same cave and in other caves nearby. The shepherd eventually sold three of the 
scrolls for approximately $29.  

Only later was it determined that he’d stumbled upon the greatest collection of biblical manuscripts 
found in the 20th-century, the Dead Sea Scrolls. Those scrolls contained parts of every Old Testament 
book except Esther-all of them dated a thousand years earlier than any copy known at that time. 

The word used for “jars of clay” in verse 7 of our text refers to ordinary earthenware. These clay 
pots were used by common people to store grain, hide valuables, and to keep oil for lighting their 
lamps. Paul is saying, “We’re not like a vase from the Ming dynasty. We’re cheap brown pots you can 
buy at Wal-Mart.” Here are some things we know about those clay pots: 

“Fragile clay jars” literally refers to baked clay or mud containers. Clay jars were insignificant in 
those days. They were common, unimportant, temporary, and expendable. If a clay jar broke, you 
didn’t try to fix it. You just discarded it and replaced it. In that day, clay pots were the cheapest 
containers available and were easily broken. They were fragile.  

That’s us folks. And it’s true of all of us all the time. We all have our limits whether we like to admit it 
or not. We can go and go and go, but sooner or later, life catches up with us, and we’re broken like 
everyone else. 

We’re a bunch of ordinary clay pots.  

God formed the first man out of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7), and we’re all made from the same 
clay. What happens to our bodies when we die? They begin to decompose, returning back to the earth 
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from which they came. So this is our true identity, we’re all just little clumps of dust, some of us 
dressed up a little better, some of us look a little stronger, some of us last a little longer, but in the end 
we all go back to the dust. 

And incredibly, this is where God “hides” His gospel, in fragile jars of clay. Perishing people 
who are here today and gone tomorrow. 

When God wanted to communicate His message, He didn’t go to the elite of Egypt, Greece, Rome, or 
even to the elite of Israel. Where did He go? He went to the shore of Galilee and found a bunch of 
fishermen. 

I think God absolutely delights in that. He chose clay pots through whom to preach his great salvation 
message. He passed by the elite historian, he passed by Socrates the philosopher, he passed by 
Hippocrates the father of medicine, and Plato the philosopher.  

He passed by Euclid the mathematician, Archimedes the father of mechanics. He passed Hipparchus 
the astronomer, Cicero the orator and Virgil the poet. And he chose what some would tell us was a 
little Jew with a deformed face without great oratorical abilities. And he put in that little clay pot 
the priceless treasure of the Gospel. 

And you know what? He’s still doing it. God intends to bless the world by “hiding” the gospel in 
“clay pots” that don’t seem very impressive by worldly standards. We wouldn’t do it that way. But God 
had a special purpose in mind. 

As we noticed earlier, jars of clay in Paul’s time were cheap, unimpressive, temporary containers. 
They weren’t made to be attractive or strong. And yet this is what Paul calls Christians, jars of clay. 
God places within believers the beautiful, priceless message of the Gospel of Christ. And He uses us, 
in all of our weakness, to proclaim Him. 

As Christians we should be overwhelmed that God has chosen to use us to share His message with the 
world. There’s a special treasure which God has given to mankind that has neither been buried nor 
lost.  

Here’s what we read about that treasure in 2 Corinthians 4:7: “but we ourselves are like fragile clay 
jars containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves.” 

A “treasure” points to something of tremendous value or worth. Paul calls it “this great treasure.” 
He’s saying that the treasure he’s speaking of is the gospel, and it’s a treasure like no other. 

Paul viewed himself as a lowly, common, expendable vessel. However, the greater surprise is that the 
same treasure that was in him, is in us, and it is valuable beyond anything here in this world. 

Paul said that we have this treasure in fragile jars of clay. This doesn’t refer to material 
containers, but rather to the physical, human body.  
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Brothers and sisters, you and I have been blessed to have the gospel placed in our hands. Is its 
message a great treasure? Yes! Is its message a secret? No! Is it something for us to hide 
or of which we should be ashamed? Certainly not! 

Paul doesn’t say that this treasure is contained in priceless gold treasure boxes.  

The treasure of the gospel message is held in clay jars. This is how Paul pictures himself and 
it is how we must consider ourselves. Paul doesn’t say that he’s a unique work of art, worthy of the 
highest value. No, he’s a clay jar among many clay jars, carrying the treasure of the gospel. 

God has taken the most valuable treasure in the universe and put it in common, everyday containers. 

The jar is imperfect, and flawed, but the messenger’s weakness is not fatal to the gospel. In fact it 
might be argued that the weakness of the messenger is what allows the treasure to be seen so clearly.  

God is able to make the gospel treasure shine out through us simple jars of clay. He will get His 
message to the world in spite of the messenger. He’s able to convict men and women by a treasure in 
lowly jars of mud. He could have commissioned an army of angels to eloquently proclaim the message 
of salvation but He chose to use His children.  

How sad that many people work so diligently to possess material treasures, but they give little, if any, 
thought to this great gospel treasure. Some people don’t see the priceless value of the gospel, counting 
it as foolishness.  

Thanks be to God for the treasure of the gospel. The task of spreading this treasure’s great news is not 
a burden, but a privilege. So let’s be about our Father’s business. 

Paul continues in verse 7: “This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves.” In other words, the power is in the message, not the clay jar. God put the treasure 
of the gospel in human containers like Paul and the apostles with a purpose: to show that the treasure 
of the gospel has nothing to do with the jar. 

A radio preacher was asked why so many of the heroes of the Bible had so many serious flaws. His 
answer was simple. That’s all God had to work with. All the perfect people are in heaven.   

The talent pool has always been pretty thin when it comes to moral perfection. So God works with 
sinful men and women because that’s all He has to work with. In heaven we will all be perfected by 
God’s grace. But until then, He uses some pretty ordinary people who fall short in many ways, and He 
does some amazing things through them. 

Consider the roll call of God’s imperfect heroes: 

Noah got drunk. 

Abraham lied about his wife. 

Sarah laughed at God. 
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Jacob was a deceiver. 

Moses murdered an Egyptian. 

Rahab was a harlot. 

Gideon was fearful. 

Jephthah made a foolish vow. 

Samson had serious problems with lust and anger. 

Eli failed as a father. 

David was an adulterer and a murderer. 

Solomon married foreign wives who turned his heart toward idolatry. 

Elijah struggled with depression. 

Jonah ran away from God. 

Peter denied Christ. 

Paul argued with Barnabas. 

James and John wanted special seats in the kingdom. 

All the apostles argued about who was the greatest. 

What am I trying to get across? God prefers people who know their weakness, see their flaws, admit 
their mistakes, and cry out to him for help. 

If God chose only well-rounded people with no character flaws, some of the credit would inevitably go 
to the people and not to the Lord. By choosing flawed people with a bad past, a shaky present, and an 
uncertain future, God alone gets the glory when they accomplish amazing things by His power. 

How do we come to possess the treasure that is the gospel? Verse 4 says that unbelievers are blinded 
by Satan who keeps them from seeing the glory of the gospel of Christ. But then verse 6 puts the credit 
where it belongs when it says that God “made His light shine in our hearts.”  

In other words, God did it! If we’re saved, it’s not because of anything we said or anything we did, 
but solely from God’s grace. 

He hides His treasure in jars of clay. 

Translators use different phrases to highlight the power Paul has in mind. They speak of the 
“surpassing greatness” of this power or “this extraordinary power” or “this great power” 
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or even “this splendid power.” The word translated for power is where we get the English word 
dynamite.  

That’s a fitting word because in our world, power is often very negative. In the hands of sinful men 
and women, power can be very dangerous. Power divides people, it separates families, it creates a gap 
between the rich and the poor, and it destroys the ties that bind us together.  

God’s power is different. It unites people, tears down walls, restores marriages, rebuilds families, 
lifts up the downtrodden, heals broken hearts, forgives the deepest sins, imparts hope in the darkest 
hour, and gives light in the valley of death. 

God arranges things so that the whole world will know that this sort of life-changing power comes 
from Him and not from us. He has lots of different ways of reminding us about that.  

When God wants to win a victory, He’s looking for nobodies who will become somebodies in his 
hands. God put this treasure in fragile clay jars – on purpose! He does it so that when great 
things happen, the people around us will come to only one possible conclusion: 

“All I know is, it can’t be him. It can’t be her. He’s not that smart. She’s not that strong. It’s got to be 
God.” 

God wants the world to see what He can do through people whose trust is in Him alone. And that’s 
why He puts the treasure of the gospel in fragile “jars of clay and easily broken.” He delights in people 
like us! The weaker we are, the more He can do through us. 

Let’s end with this encouraging thought. God uses broken, fallible, and very weak people 
because that’s all he’s got to work with. Do you sometimes feel like a “cracked pot?” Do you sense your 
own weakness and cry out to Jesus for help?  

If so, take heart and be glad. God’s army isn’t perfect. Someone has called the church “the march 
of the unqualified.” So let’s get in line and join with the rest of God’s clay pots and see what He can do 
through us. 

I want to end by each of us reflecting on the pictures Paul has given us in our text for today. We have 
looked at the treasure of the gospel. But are we causing people to see the treasure we carry, or 
are we causing people to look at the jar, which is us? 

We have to be encouraged when we see how the Lord prefers people who know their weakness, see 
their flaws, admit their mistakes, and cry out to Him for help. God specializes in taking the most 
unexpected and displaying His power through them.  

Got any rivers you think are uncrossable. Got any mountains, you can’t tunnel through? 
God specialises in things thought impossible, He can do what no other power can do.  


