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FBC Service Father’s Day June 20 2021 Joshua 14:6-15 The Mountain Claimer 

Dads, you may have noticed, some subtle differences between mother's day and father's day. 

A poll, few years old at this point, with the percentages probably declining every year, said that 59% of 
people planned on celebrating mother's day and only 45% of people planned on celebrating Father's 
day. On mother's day people will spend over 2 billion dollars on mom, and 1.5 billion on dear old dad.  

Remember back before the prevalence of cell phones, phone companies reported the number of calls 
made on father's day is significantly less than those made on mother’s day, but the phone companies 
make more money on father's day because of the number of collect calls that are made. Apparently 
those who called dad wanted him to pick up the tab. 

Fathers do get treated differently than mothers – right down to the gifts we receive! 
Mothers rarely receive a new tie on mother’s day, or a new tool, or a pair of socks. One young boy 
described Father’s Day in this way: “It’s just like Mother’s Day only you don’t spend so much. 

A frustrated father was heard to quip, “By the time a man is old enough to recognize that his father 
was right, he has a son who thinks he’s wrong.”   

But humour aside, as its Father’s Day – it’s time to honour that man we used to think was so wrong 
until we grew up and he suddenly got smart. 

Paul Harvey defined a father this way... A father is a thing that is forced to endure childbirth 
without an anesthetic ... A father never feels worthy of the worship in a child's eyes.  

He's never quite the hero his daughter thinks he is, never quite the man his son believes him to be, 
and this worries him sometimes.  

So he works too hard to try and smooth out the rough places in the road for those of his own who will 
follow him ... Fathers are what give daughters away to other men who aren't nearly good enough, so 
they can have grandchildren who are smarter than anybody's.  

Fathers make bets with insurance companies about who will live the longest. One day they lose and 
the bet is paid off to the part of them they leave behind. 

Regardless of how you define Father's day or Fatherhood there’s no denying the fact that he’s an 
important part of the divine institution known as the family.  

1. God ordained the family as the first basic building block of human relationships and ultimately of 
society as well.  

2. God gave men the unique and awesome responsibility of leading and being the backbone for this 
beautiful creation called the home.  
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One of the great needs of our day is for men to be more than just mere men but men of God. One of 
the great needs of our wives and children is for men to stand up and be the husband and father our 
families desperately deserve and desire. 

Fathers, you’re just as important in the home as mum, and I thank God for every one of you. Second, 
you don’t have to listen to a sermon on this Father’s Day telling you how you could do a better job as a 
father.  

So in that spirit I want to begin by honouring our dads here this morning. After all, the fifth 
commandment says to honour your father and mother – both are included! So Dads, we salute you 
today. We recognize that your hard work often goes unappreciated, and that we have an obligation to 
stop and say thank you. 

Thank you for loving your wives and your children, for the spiritual leadership you provide in the 
home, for the example you set each day, for the knowledge and wisdom you pass on to the next 
generation, for providing income for the family’s basic needs, for working hard around the home to 
keep it in good shape, and for being there for your family. 

These are all important aspects of fatherhood. None of us does it all perfectly, but thank you for all 
that you do for your families. We honour you as fathers today. 

Most of us are familiar with the story of Caleb we read a few minutes ago. 

Caleb gave a different report with Joshua than the others sent to spy out Canaan. Ten came back and 
said the land was as good as God said it would be, but we have no hope of ever conquering it because 
of its fortified cities, and the presence of giant men.  

But Caleb said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it, the Lord is 
with us, don’t be afraid. But it was to no avail.  

Now, there were a couple of problems with Caleb’s vision. 

1st – the land that he wanted just happened to have somebody living there. Our text tells us there 
were giants in the land, and they lived in large fortified cities. Not everyone in the land of Canaan was 
a giant… but these guys were. 

There was a reason why these Giants were the owners of the best real estate around. They were bigger 
than everybody else. 

Nobody else could live there, because this land belonged to the giants. It was their land… and they had 
no intention of sharing it. They were the kings of the hills in Hebron… and because they were giants 
they always won the game of King of the Hill. 

That was his first problem. 

The 2nd problem for Caleb was that he was 85 years old. That’s pretty old to be taking on giants. In 
our society, we’ve convinced ourselves that we become less useful as we grow older. 



Page 3 of 5 
 

Ten of the spies looked at the giants, then looked at themselves and trembled.  

Two spies looked at the giants, looked at God, and triumphed. 

Ten spies saw great giants and a little God. 

Two spies saw a great God and little giants.  

Now, there’s an old adage about people seeing a glass as half full or half empty, and apparently 10 of 
the spies saw the glass half empty. They saw only the dangers before them. But not Caleb and Joshua. 
They saw the beauty, the riches, and they saw milk and honey by the gallon. 

But above all else they saw God, and because of Israel’s unbelief, only Caleb and Joshua entered the 
Promised Land. 

Now 45 years later, Caleb is claiming his inheritance. We find this repeated phrase about Caleb 6 
times in the Old Testament, “he wholeheartedly followed the Lord,” What a testimony!  

His example reminds us on Father’s Day that God deserves our all and our best. Not the 
leftovers and the crumbs. Caleb asked Joshua for a mountain for his inheritance and he conquered it. 
He had no fear of heights for he conquered his mountain. 

It’s regrettable that many modern day fathers have failed to conquer mountains, and suffer from 
spiritual acrophobia. They seek to climb other mountains. 

But Caleb had a mountain in his heart, "Give me this mountain."  

What was it that gave 85-year-old Caleb the confidence he could be a giant killer? Caleb's confidence 
(faith) was in God's word. Deut.1:34-36 

“When the Lord heard your complaining, he became very angry. So he solemnly swore, ‘Not one of 
you from this wicked generation will live to see the good land I swore to give your ancestors, except 
Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will see this land because he has followed the Lord completely. I will 
give to him and his descendants some of the very land he explored during his scouting mission."  

Caleb had seen the Promised Land, and for 45 years that vision had burned in his heart as he 
wandered through the wilderness! He was able to see beyond his circumstances into the promises of 
the Lord. If ever there was a time we need Christian fathers and grandfathers to be people who have 
been cut from that same cloth as Caleb, surely it is today! 

I can see Caleb now climbing that mountain with a sword in one hand and a property deed in the 
other while singing to the top of his lungs, "I want this mountain!  

2. Folks, Caleb’s faith was not just positive thinking.  

3. His faith was not just looking through rose coloured glasses. 

4. His faith was not looking on the bright side. (I’m sure everything will turn out OK) 
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5. Faith is simply acting on what God says.  

Faith is more than saying that you believe; it’s acting on what you believe. Heb. 11:1. “Faith 
shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see.” 

It takes faith to win the spiritual victory.  

Faith is never a blind leap, but a deep settled conviction that God will do what He has promised! 

For Caleb to claim what God had promised he had to go against the majority. There will always be 
someone saying that it can't be done, it's never been done like that before, we can't afford it, etc. 
Sometimes you have to stand alone. This was Caleb. He had no fear of the Giants that terrified his 
comrades, and who said the giants were so tall they looked like tiny grasshoppers. 

All of us have giants in our lives. Giants of discouragement, finances, sickness, family, distress, doubt 
and the truth is - we can't defeat them ourselves.  

1. We can say, look how small we are compared to those giants. This is the outlook of fear!  

2. Or look how small those giants are compared to God! This is the uplook of faith!  

At age 85 Caleb was just as ready to fight the giants as he was to carry the clusters of grapes on a pole. 
There are many who would step forward to carry out the pleasant duties, but asked to be excused 
when it comes to facing up to the giants.  

45 years of service and he was not looking for a plum retirement package in the Lord’s service. 

Caleb experienced what God had promised! He climbed the mountain and defeated the giants - 
he claimed his possession. He refused to quit until he had obtained everything the Lord had for him! 
He understood and believed God’s promise.  

Caleb had wandered for forty years through the wilderness with unbelievers. When they murmured, 
he never murmured. When they wanted to return to Egypt, Caleb had no such desire. 

When they complained, he never complained. They worshipped idols, but not Caleb. He followed the 
Lord completely. What we see before us this Father’s Day is; 

A man who testified to the Faithfulness of God.  

A man who testified to the Goodness of God. 

A man who testified to the Power of God when he asked - Give me this mountain. 

But one of the most touching aspects of this story is the effect Caleb had on his family. They shared in 
his inheritance.  

As fathers, what sort of a spiritual inheritance have we given to our families? 
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Caleb, who followed the Lord completely, was greatly blessed and it flowed through to his family. 

May we ever follow his example, and so wholly follow the Lord that all who come behind us will find 
us faithful. May the fire of our devotion so light their way that they will gladly embrace the faith of 
their fathers. 

When you were kids you may have heard the following in a children’s song. ” (On Screen) 

“Twelve men went to spy on Canaan 

10 were bad and two were good. 

What do you think that they saw in Canaan? 

Ten were bad and two were good. 

Some saw giants great and tall 

Some saw the grapes with clusters fall. 

Some saw God was in it all 

Ten were bad and two were good!" 

FOR 45 years, Caleb replayed God’s promise over and over and over again in his mind. So when the 
Israelites crossed the Jordan river into the land of Canaan, he staked his claim on the prettiest land 
available – the hill country of Hebron. 

He has seen it with his own eyes. He knew how good it was and he wanted it. This was a gift from God 
and so it had to be the best real estate in Canaan. 

And Caleb was telling his old friend Joshua, Yes, I know I’m 85 years old · and yes, I know there are 
giants in the land, but I can whip them… I don’t care how old I am. 

Why did he believe that? Caleb was depending on God to be there to help him face his giants. May we 
be enabled to think that way too. 

E.G. One professor wrote this on a blackboard: GODISNOWHERE. (On Screen) 

Then he asked his students to tell him what they saw there.  

The majority of the students said they saw this: “God Is No Where”. (On Screen) 

But a few of the students saw: “God Is Now Here”. (On Screen) 

You see: it all depends on what you’re looking for, as to what you see. Caleb saw and believed. 

He followed the Lord wholeheartedly. 

Happy Father’s Day! (On Screen) 


