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FBC Devotion Tuesday, June 15 2021 Acts 17:16-34 Powerful Knowable and Near 

“While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed when he saw that the city was 
full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who worshipped God, as 
well as in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.”  

Have you ever noticed how we perceive people within the first moments of knowing them, without 
even realizing it? Within just seconds of seeing someone, we make judgments of people and, based off 
those judgments, we decide if we want to get to know them further or not.  

We judge their clothes, their smile, the way they shake hands and the way they laugh. We judge their 
body language, their facial expressions, the way they walk, talk, and even the way they smell.  

Most of the time, when we first meet someone, these introductory judgments aren't even intentional. 
They just happen... and when they do... most of the time... if we like what we see, then we continue 
talking to them. But if we don't have a good first impression, then we typically try to escape the 
encounter all together. 

I know that sounds pretty shallow, but the truth is, most of us make friends in that same way. We 
determine if we're going to pursue a friendship with someone, based on our perceived judgments 
about that person.  

If our first encounter with them is positive, then we’re open to another encounter... and so on. 

Imagine then what Paul’s perception of the Athenians must have been like. He was 'deeply 
distressed' because the entire city was 'full of idols.' The Athenians had a god for everything! 

Paul said-let me tell you why you should worship my God. 

My God is Powerful-He created the world. He created you. He's the one keeping your heart beating 
today. He's the God of the Universe. 

My God is Knowable-He's not a statue made from human hands. He's a God that desires to have a 
relationship with His creation. 

I can almost hear Paul saying-Don't worship false gods that were made from human hands... Worship 
the one, true, Knowable God. 

My God is Near- ''He is not far from each one of us.''[v. 27] 

Here’s the good news...We can Know God today through faith in Jesus. Some say, ''I already do. I 
know all about God!'' But there’s a big difference between knowing About someone and actually 
Knowing them.   

God has made Himself able to be known by His creation, and the person of His Son.  

It's pretty amazing when you think about it that not only do we serve a God that can be 
known, but He's a God worth knowing.  


