
FBC Devotion Tuesday, June 8, 2021, Colossians 3:16-17 Teach Sing and Give Thanks 

“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with 
all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 
And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him 
to God the Father.” 

Paul exhorts us to instruct one another by means of God’s Word. “Let the message about Christ, in all 
its richness, fill your lives.” Scripture should be no stranger to us. It’s to be the central thing in 
teaching us how to live. This amazing Book, this insight into true life, is unrivalled anywhere in the 
world. There’s nothing else that even remotely approaches it in its view of reality. 

Notice how the whole body is to be involved in this. We’re to “teach and counsel each other.” 
Everybody---in homes, in church, in Bible study groups, should love to gather around the Word.  

In God’s Word we find marvellous mysteries which challenge even the deepest minds among us, and 
simple statements that lift our souls heavenward. This is not dead, lifeless truth! It’s alive, vital, 
refreshing and illuminating! It dispels doubts, fears and difficulties. We’re to centre our lives around 
the Word of God. 

With Scripture, Paul links the ministry of music. It’s Christian truth that inspires the greatest 
music. Music belongs to the believer and here the apostle recognizes its powerful ministry in our lives. 

We’re to "sing psalms, and hymns and spiritual songs." Psalms, of course, are the inspired 
utterances of the Book of Psalms and found also in other books of the Bible. How marvellous is this 
powerful teaching from God, in its beauty of expression!  

“Hymns” are praise songs, responses that men and women have composed to reflect with 
thanksgiving to what God has done. With this is linked “spiritual songs,” testimony songs which 
reflect, again, how God has led us.  

If you look through any hymn hook you will find these three types of songs. Some of the great 
teaching hymns, such as "And can it Be?" remind us of the wonderful love of Christ that sacrificed 
himself for us. There’s a whole collection of theology in that great hymn, and many others like it. 

As we sing, we’re ministering to each other, encouraging one another. How often as the congregation 
lifts up one of these great hymns we’re lifted up as well. We begin to rejoice in spirit because the music 
and the words remind us of the greatness of God.  

Here is Paul’s marvellous exhortation to us as we close: “whatever you do or say, do it as a 
representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.” 

I hope you will memorize this marvellous verse and repeat it to yourself frequently. Everything in life, 
every activity can become an act of worship. Ruth Graham had for years a sign over her kitchen sink 
that said, “Divine services held here three times a day.” Washing the dishes can be an act of worship if 
you do it in the name of the Lord, as unto Him. 

What a difference of motivation this makes to a Christian!  


