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FBC Zoom Service  Sunday May 30 2021 Job 38:1-7, 34-41 When God Speaks - Watch Out

For 37 chapters, Job keeps asking the same question over and over again, after all of his wealth 
vanished in one afternoon, and he bore the awful grief of seven dead sons and three dead daughters. 

He’d been lying in unrelieved misery for months with open sores all over his body. During this time he 
had become repulsive to his wife, loathsome to his brothers, and even little children despised him as 
he lay on the ash heap outside of town. 

At first Job bore these calamities with amazing submission: "The Lord gave and the Lord has taken 
away, blessed be the name of the Lord . . . Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord, and shall 
we not receive evil?" 

But as the months passed and his misery seemed endless, Job’s confidence in God wavered. He asked 
the question that so many of us ask when in dire circumstances, “Why do bad things happen to 
good people?” 

For 37 chapters, Job has railed at God. He curses the day he was born, he calls God his enemy, and 
demands an explanation for his tragic life. Often we speak of “the patience of Job,” that he was a 
patient sufferer? It’s a myth; Job is hurting and frustrated and angry at God. 

By the time we get to the 38th chapter of Job, our Scripture today, Job had just about had it. He’d 
been through a horrible time where he’d lost everything from his house to his self-respect. He owned 
nothing material anymore; he was wracked with illness, his wife had left him.  

When fire destroyed his farm he asked, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” When a 
hurricane destroyed his home with his family inside he asked, “Why do bad things happen to good 
people?” When loathsome scabs covered his body he asked, “Why do bad things happen to good 
people?” 

The same question is sometimes on our hearts too. “Why do bad things happen to good 
people?”  

When Job was asking this question, three of his friends came over trying to help. 

Can you hear them? Hey Job, we know exactly what your problem is. At some point in your life you 
must have disobeyed God. You must be a sinner even though you can't remember committing any. 
These friends took the position that God is just, and blesses the righteous and curses the sinner. The 
curses that Job has received are from God, punishment for his sins.  

They told Job to repent. He had to stop sinning. But wait a minute. The Bible tells us Job 
wasn't a sinner. He was blameless. The curses he received were not a punishment for sin. 
Something else was going on. Job's life became so bad that he began to curse the day he was born.  

It’s from this story that we get the term- Job’s Comforters. They’re no help at all, placing 
responsibility for every misery right at Job’s feet.  
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In defending himself against the bad theology of his three friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, Job 
said things about God that were not true. He began to insist on his own righteousness at the expense 
of God's justice.  

He demanded an answer from God. “Why do bad things happen to good people?” 

And the worst thing of all–worse than anything he could have ever imagined–was that the God who 
had been so close and intimate, such an important part of his life, the God around whom Job had built 
his very purpose for living, seemed like he’d gone into hiding. 

In fact, no matter where Job looked, God seemed to be missing, and as Job sat on a pile of ashes, 
scraping his sores with a broken piece of pottery, he cried with bitter anguish at the deepest hurt of 
all, the absence and silence of God. The darkest experience any of us will face is that hour when 
God seems to be silent. 

But here in chapter 38, things change dramatically for Job, and the difference is that God, God 
Himself, appears and finally speaks. And when God speaks, WATCH OUT.  

In some of the most powerful language in all of Scripture, God thunders out of the storm to remind 
Job what he forgot . . . that all those hours of anguish when he felt God had deserted him, Job should 
have remembered, remembered the story of faith, and rested in the assurance that God is always in 
control. God reminded Job of this and invites us also to remember. 

God's answer to Job was not what he expected and not at all what we expect. Rather than answer our 
question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” God asks us questions. How does God do this?  

I think that two things are happening. First, God wants us to know that our idea of who God is, is far 
too small. We think that our God is a God that mechanically passes out blessings every time we do 
something good and punishes us whenever we do something bad. But that is not what God is about.  

After Job’s friends have had their say and Job himself has asked many questions, God breaks his 
silence with a booming command: “Brace yourself like a man, because I have some questions for you,     
and you must answer them.” 

Suddenly, God Himself begins to speak. He finally comes to Job to confront him. And Job 
has at least something of an answer. Remember Job has been longing for this moment. He’s been 
lamenting and complaining that God would not face him. He has demanded a reckoning with the 
Lord.  

He’s cried out for a face to face meeting to settle his dispute with God. God, he feels, has been 
unjust in the suffering that’s befallen him. And now he has it. Right? God has come to him and 
is confronting him. As we’ll see, however, it proves to be much, much more than Job bargained for. 

Job has accused God of wrongfully afflicting him. And now, at last, God steps forth to set the 
record straight. And He doesn’t concede to Job the position of judge or jury. That’s the role Job has 
sort of assumed for himself and God does not concede that role to Job.  
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He doesn’t subject Himself to scrutiny or provide a final and ultimately complete answer for Job’s 
questions and dilemma. Instead, He simply says to Job, “You know Me and you know My character.  

Whatever the evidence you think you have against Me says, remember who I am, and in light of who I 
am Job, you really ought to know better.” 

And we’re being reminded here, that while He comes and speaks out of the storm in all its terrifying 
power and force, that’s been Job’s experience of God; that’s how Job has perceived Him dealing with 
him all along. It’s been a catastrophe. It’s been a category 5 hurricane, blowing through his home and 
through his life.  

God comes and speaks to him out of the storm. Even in that moment of extraordinary confrontation, 
we’re reminded who it is that speaks, who it is that has been dealing with Job all along in all his trials 
and in all his sufferings.  

We’re reminded not to do the one thing that being immersed in suffering tends to lead us to do most 
readily. We’re being reminded not to lose sight of the faithfulness of God, when we don’t see what 
possible purpose God could have in our trials.  

Don’t forget He’s still, always still “the LORD, the LORD, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger 
and abounding in faithful love,” covenant love, toward all His people. We may not know how to make 
sense of things, but we do know Him.  

And God wants Job and He wants us to come to the place where we’re able to say, “Though I don’t 
know how to make sense of things, I know You, and that’s enough.” When the storm 
strikes, and it will sometime in every Christian life, when it strikes, remember the Lord is the one who 
speaks from its midst.  

And only those who know the faithful character of God can submit to and endure the storm. 

Job appears to have forgotten a vitally important distinction that’s fundamental to all sound, Biblical 
thinking. It’s the Creator-creature distinction. Get this wrong and everything else in your Christian life 
and in your theology will be skewed and distorted.  

Job has overlooked the fact that we’re the work of God’s hands. He is the Lord and there’s 
no other. Job and his desire for justice and vindication has demanded that God give an account of 
Himself to Job, forgetting actually that we are the ones who must give an account to Him. 

Job’s error is as common in our day as it is in every age. We want to make God meet our 
criteria and answer to our norms, to make Him fit our lives comfortably. And we demand that He 
meet our standards of what is reasonable and right. 

But God is about to teach Job, and He's about to teach us, a vital lesson in humility. He says – 
Remember Job! 

Remember what? Remember there is indeed a big and active God always at work, even when the 
circumstances of our lives lead us to feel that God is silent and hiding from us. 
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When all he could feel was the absence and silence of God, God himself finally appeared, out of the 
storm, to remind Job of who He was: Here in this 38 chapter, the student is told to be quiet, 
and the teacher speaks. God answers all of Jobs questions and insults, not by defending his 
actions, but by reminding Job that God is God, and that He always has Job’s best interests at heart.  

How does God do this, by asking Job a series of rhetorical questions? 

“Who made the foundations of the earth Job?” God asked. “Do you remember?” 

"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?" Where was man? He was not even in 
existence yet. That is why in all the centuries since this question was asked of Job, man 
has never been able to settle the question of origin.  

Where did the universe come from? How did it originate? Who brought it into being? What process 
was followed? The whole world is debating that question today, but man has never been able to 
answer the question of the origin of the earth because he was not there to observe it. 

For more than one hundred years, scientists have been in charge of telling us how creation came to be. 
What they fail to do is simply turn to the first chapter of Genesis; it’s written right there: “In the 
beginning, GOD created…” It doesn’t say how, it doesn’t tell us how long ago, it doesn’t explain 
whether the first day of creation was 24 hours or 24 million years; it simply tells us that the creator is 
God. 

“Who gave birth to the sea and told it, ‘This far you shall come and no further’?” 

“Who commands the morning and knows the way to the dwelling of light?” 

“Who tilts the water skins of the heavens to bring rain to the earth?” 

“Who has bestowed wisdom and given understanding to you?” 

“Who, Job? Remember? Remember the stories of my creative power, providential care and divine 
orchestration? Remember?” 

God is here taking Job and taking us on a tour of His creation and He’s saying, “Look at that! Did you 
see that? Do you see what I made? How about that storm! Did you see that storm? Listen to the 
thunder. Look at the lightning bolts. What about the snow on the mountains? 

What about that funny looking creature? Whoever would have come up with such a thing?  

How about the way light works? Do you understand the complexities of the world that I have made? 
With My word, I spoke and it came to be!” 

Here’s vital pastoral advice for any suffering Christian. Look at the wonder and the 
complexity and the beauty and the grandeur and the intricacy and the variety of the created world 
around you. Get out and get a sense again of how small you are. 
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Have a look at the Pleiades and the belt of Orion and the Great Bear, and remember again that there’s 
a great deal that neither you nor I have even the beginnings of an understanding of.  

And so when you ask your, “Why me?” question of the Lord and you find yourself shouting, “I don’t 
understand!” at the heavens, remember the lesson Job was being taught, that all creation ought 
constantly to teach us – not understanding is part of what it means to be a creature. You don’t know, 
and maybe you will never know.  

Suddenly, even though the pain didn’t go away, Job began to understand. And when he was forcefully 
reminded of this, Job was able to finally see himself and HIS circumstances a little more clearly. 

Job suddenly was able to finally look up from the pile of ashes on which he sat, to look through the 
pain that consumed him, and to see that God was right there with him, and had been there all along. 
He was not just an abandoned man suffering. 

There are certainly times in your life and my life that we feel very strongly the absence of God at a 
time when we really need to feel Him walking beside us. All of us have Job-like days. We may not lose 
everything in one fell swoop, but storms do come upon us suddenly, without warning, and they can 
turn our world upside down.  

Our storms may be caused by our own bad choices, or by the bad choices of others. Or in some cases, 
storms just happen. “The rain falls on the just and the unjust alike.” That’s what Job discovered. But 
what do we do when the storms come? Shake your fist? Cry out “Oh, I wish I have never been born.” 
No! We call out to our Creator God, with all our questions, all our pain, and all our confusion.   

We have a direct line to the One who made the world and all that is in it. He may not answer every 
question we have in this life. We may never understand the bad things that have happened to good 
people that we love. But we believe there is a God nearby, hearing our cries.  And his answer 
is always the same. “Peace, be still.” Whatever storms are in our lives today, our divine Creator stands 
closely by us, holding us, and guiding our way. May that promise bring you assurance and peace? 


