
FBC Devotion Thursday May 27 2021 Psalm 127:1 Put God at the Centre of All You Do 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city,    
the guards stand watch in vain.” 

The psalmist warns us in this verse to watch out for an attitude of self-sufficiency. God wants us to 
find blessing and fulfillment in our work, but it’s not going to happen apart from Him. Without God 
our work will be empty, frustrating, useless, in vain. 

This text talks about two kinds of work: building and then guarding or maintaining. Let’s talk about 
building first. “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in vain.” This verse talks 
specifically about building a house, but it really applies to anything we build in our lives, whether 
you’re building a house, a business, a church or a home.  

Basically, Solomon is saying don’t start anything without God. Whether you are starting school or a 
new project or a new job or a relationship, don’t do it without God.  

Whatever you attempt in life, commit it to God from the very beginning, because if God is not in it, 
then God’s blessing will not be on it. God may choose to frustrate your plans, or He may simply 
choose to frustrate you. But either way, unless the Lord builds the house, the work of its builders is 
wasted. 

So that’s building in vain, but then there’s guarding in vain as well. “Unless the Lord protects a city, 
guarding it with sentries will do no good” This has to do with guarding or maintaining something 
you’ve already built. If we want God’s blessing and provision in our work, we must not only start with 
God, we must continue with Him as well. 

The Great Wall of China was built to defend China from outside invaders. The wall is over 4,000 miles 
long and over 20 feet high. Its width ranges from 12 to 40 feet in places. That’s about as secure as you 
can get, but the Mongols still got into China. You know how? They didn’t breach the walls. They 
simply bribed the guards. 

You see, unless the Lord watches over the city, unless the Lord protects a city, guarding it with 
sentries will do no good. You might think you’re invincible, that you’ve got all the bases covered.  

It’s good to take precautions. There’s wisdom in planning ahead. But it doesn’t matter how many 
guards you have. It doesn’t matter how many stocks and bonds you have. 

 If you leave God out of it, it’s all in vain. 

Thomas Manton wrote: “Labour without God cannot prosper, and labour against God will surely fail.” 
You need to keep God in everything you do. That’s why the book of James instructs us to say, “If it is 
the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” (James 4:15) 

Basically it comes down to this. Do you expect your work to succeed because of you or because of 
God? Don’t expect your work to succeed without Him. Invite God into your work and ask His blessing 
on it. Whatever your task, whatever you do, put God at the centre and you will find fulfillment in what 
you do. 


