
FBC Devotion Tuesday May 18 2021 Psalm 143:8 Marching Orders for the Day 

In today's modern, rushing world, many of us have all we can do to get out of bed in the morning and 
get to work on time. Often our schedule appears to preclude the possibility of morning devotions. 

One of the most enjoyable verses to come from David’s pen is Psalm 143:8, "“Let the morning bring 
me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to 
you I entrust my life.” 

In this morning prayer, David made two requests: to hear the lovingkindness of God in the morning, 
and to know the way in which he should walk throughout the day.  

What an encouragement here as we start each day, to be reminded of God’s unfailing love for us. 
Waking up in the morning is not always easy and we can be hit with an overwhelming list of things 
that must get done. However, if we choose to wake up and first give the Lord thanks for all He has 
done and spend time focusing our thoughts on His goodness, our perspective on the day will change.  

His presence fills us with a joy and peace that the world cannot give. As we focus on Him, we are 
reminded that He is with us throughout the day and will never fail us. He is faithful. 

We can never go wrong when we start the day with God and follow His Holy Spirit’s guidance. 
Therefore, as we start making physical preparations for the day, we need to remember the words of 
Jesus, “The Scriptures say, "People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). Our needs, in other words, are not merely physical, but spiritual. 
Nourishment for the soul is as necessary as food is for the body.  

Taking time with God every morning requires practice and discipline. There are dozens of things that 
may try to pull us away and distract us, but we must ignore them and make time for the Lord. Often 
the enemy tries to meddle in our lives, so that we think that we don’t have time for prayer and 
meditation, and we fool ourselves into believing that we’ll set aside time later in the day to spend with 
God.   

When we begin the day with God He sends us off in the right direction because He knows what is 
waiting for us. Trusting Him means taking time with Him to set our course for the day according to 
His will.   

Jesus, the Son of God frequently rose early and departed to a solitary place to pray (Mark 1:35). The 
same way, followers of Jesus should make it a habit to prepare in advance for the demands of each 
day by beginning it in communion with the Father, because He delights to hear the prayers of His 
people. We should delight in the opportunity to draw near to Him.  

The old expression is very applicable here, "Well begun; half done." David began his day well by 
seeking the Lord and His lovingkindness. Half the battle of a successful day was already won. He 
continued to ask the Lord to show him the way he should walk throughout the day. 

We should never attempt to walk alone throughout the day and chart our own course when we have 
the ability to tap the resources of heaven in the morning and receive our marching orders for the day, 
marching orders that are always designed to lead to victory. 


