
FBC Devotion May 2021 2 Samuel 7:18-23 How Great Is Our God! 

“Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and prayed, Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and 
what is my family, that you have brought me this far?” (NLT) 

Have you noticed that today, many parents now name their children based on what’s popular or what 
sounds good? But in biblical times, a name was important. Often, much of a person’s character, 
experience, and outlook was affected by their name. 

God’s people in Old Testament times understood the power, importance, and impact of God’s names. 
In our text, King David calls God “Sovereign.” David acknowledges that his own greatness before 
man is nothing compared to the greatness of God. God alone has all authority and all power.  

The words being spoken by David in this beautiful prayer, are words that should be in our heart and 
on our lips - morning, noon and night. God had blessed David in so many ways, which caused him to 
ask: Who am I, O Lord GOD, that you should bless me in this way. And what is my house, that You 
have brought me so far, and been so gracious to me? 

David’s first words aren’t words of petition or request but wonder and surprise, “Who am I, O Lord 
GOD, and what is my house, that You have brought me thus far?”  

To ask this question is to also answer it? David isn’t in need of an answer, he, though king, knows he’s 
a small man in comparison to God – and knows his house, though large, is a small house in 
comparison to God. Even so God exalts and enters into covenant with him, extending his house and 
kingdom forever.  

David knows this is just a small thing to the Lord. This kind of question in verse 18 can only come 
from a heart that has been thoroughly touched by God. No one can believe simultaneously they’re the 
coolest thing since sliced bread and praise God for being great.  

Why do we know and sing of God’s grace as amazing? Because we also know God ‘saved a wretch 
like me.’ What can we learn from this? Anyone who thinks they deserve such grace, shows how far 
away from such grace they truly are. The author of 2 Samuel may have called David, ‘King David’ 
but nine times throughout this prayer David refers to himself as ‘Your servant.’ 

No one could rise higher than David did in this moment. He was soaring in praise and in prayer, likely 
higher than he ever had before. Our Heavenly Father is the recipient of our prayers, just as Jesus 
showed us in the Model Prayer he taught his disciples. 

The God that we pray to is Almighty God. The God that we pray to is our Creator. He should always be 
the front and centre of our prayers. 

We live in a world where people are encouraged to pray to angels, saints, yourself, your ancestors, 
your dead goldfish, or anything else that might have some sway in helping in this life. Proper 
Christian prayer is always to our Heavenly Father. 

The promise that the Lord made to David, is indeed wonderful, but the many precious promises that 
He has given to you and to me are no less wonderful. How great you are, Sovereign Lord! (22) 


