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FBC Devotion Thursday April 29 2021 Philippians 1:6 Blessed Assurance 

“I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue His work until it is 
finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” (Philippians 1:6) 

This famous verse has brought great comfort and assurance to believers down through the years, and 
I’m sure was often quoted by those who worked and served First Baptist over the past 149 years. 

We see the Lord taking the initiative in starting his work in us. He’s the one who “begins a good work” 
in us. Salvation always begins with God. He makes the first move.  

He takes personal responsibility for completing his work in us. God has a “good work” that he intends 
to accomplish in your life and mine, and He will not rest until that “good work” is finally finished. 

I’m sure you’ve seen the buttons that read PBPGIFWMY. Those cryptic letters stand for a most 
important truth: “Please be patient. God isn’t finished with me yet.” Thank God, it’s true. I may not 
look like much—but God isn’t finished with me yet. And when you look in the mirror—you may not 
like what you see, but no matter. God isn’t finished with you yet. 

There is good news and bad news in this truth. The good news is that since God isn’t finished yet, we 
have great hope for the future. The bad news is that since God isn’t finished yet, He won’t let us stay 
as we are today. He’s going to keep chipping away at us until we are conformed to the image of Jesus 
Christ.  

What makes us think that God will ever finish the job? In my mind’s eye, I picture God as a sculptor 
working with a rough piece of marble. He’s working on a big chunk named “………………………...”  

It’s about the worst piece of marble a sculptor could ever find. It’s a hard job because the chunk is 
badly marred, misshapen, discoloured, and cracked in odd places. But God is undeterred and He’s 
working patiently at His job, chipping away the bad parts until One day He finally finishes one section 
of the statue. He will not stop until the job is done. 

God guarantees the outcome of His work in us. Not only does He start the process, and continue the 
process, He also guarantees its ultimate outcome. He will “continue His work until it is finally 
finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” He won’t be turned aside by difficulties of any kind.  

1 Thessalonians. 5:24: “The one who calls you is faithful will do it.” Not “He may do it” or “He 
might do it” or “He could do it” or “He will do it if he feels like it.” Not even “He will do it if we do our 
part.” Just a simple statement that God will do it. He has promised to do it and He cannot  lie. 

Someday you and I will stand before Jesus Christ as redeemed children of God—holy, blameless, and 
complete in every way. We’re a far sight from that today. But a better day is coming for the people of 
God.  

What is incomplete will be made complete. What is unfinished will be finished. What is lacking will be 
made full. What is partial will be made whole. What is less than enough will be far more than 
adequate. What is broken will be fixed. What is hurt will be healed. What a blessed assurance! 


