
FBC Devotion Tuesday April 27 2021 149th Anniversary Thoughts. 

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armour so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of 
evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.”  Ephesians 6:13 (NLT)

149 years! That’s an amazing milestone to reach in anybody’s language. And here we are, just a few 
days away from celebrating such an achievement. How did the early pioneers of our congregation and 
those that followed them, keep the light of the gospel burning in First Baptist? 

Our Christian faith is born and nurtured in a historical experience in what God has done for us in the 
past, but it always leads us into the future. As a church today, our upcoming anniversary celebration 
naturally turns our gaze back on our history.  

I think the Anniversary Committee got it right when they included the words “Faith and 
Fellowship” on the Logo for our 150th Anniversary. This has been the vision and passion of those 
over the years who called First Baptist their church home. They never wavered from the foundational 
truth of Jesus’ words - "Go and be my witnesses." We still resolutely hold that vision! 

Jesus told His disciples to remember what He had done, but He also turned their attention to the 
future task that His ministry was preparing them for. Their purpose was not to be found in where they 
had been, but in where they were going. 

We’re all identified by our histories. We owe who we are to our past, our heritage, our upbringing and 
education, our traditions. You and I, and this congregation, are products of where we have been. We 
can learn a lot from the past, but its most important function is to lead us into the future. 

We owe a huge debt to those many volunteers who willingly shared their spiritual gifts, so essential to 
the life of our church. We depend upon volunteers serving faithfully to achieve most of what we do. 

Thinking of a word to describe them – “resilient” comes to mind. Resilience may be found when we 
stand firm together. This is why it’s so important for us to find ways to keep in touch with each other, 
pray for each other and prop each other up with cards, emails, phone calls and plenty of 
encouragement. 

The dictionary says that resilience is “the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties.” It’s 
inner-toughness. It’s the ability to bounce back. How about 14 months of COVID? Is there something 
for us to heed as a Church about our own capacity to bounce back, to recover, to emerge stronger? 

Just over a year ago, most of us thought ‘Zoom’ was a noise made by a child racing a toy car across 
the carpet. As the weeks went by we found ourselves with a whole new world of words and phrases to 
use, such as ‘herd immunity’, ‘bubble’, ‘contact-tracing’, ‘social distancing’, ‘R number’ and ‘face-
coverings’. The weeks became months, and it was obvious that we would not be able to meet together 
for a long time. 

I pray that we will have the resilience to serve the Lord with gladness in the days ahead. I pray that 
with such resilience, First Baptist will move on to the next chapter of her story – because ultimately it 
is God’s story in which He has privileged us to participate. 


