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FBC Devotion Sunday April 25 2021 Philippians 1:27-30  Living Worthy of the Gospel 

Intro: With our 149th Church Anniversary coming up next Sunday, I found myself drawn to the 
passage from Philippians 1, where Paul talks about working together as a team for the Gospel. 

This has also been on the minds of the deacons, and chairman Harald Rust will be mailing out a note 
of thanks to all who work and support the ministry of First Baptist.  

In prison, Paul pens a letter to his beloved Philippians. And what do you do when you write a letter? 
You tell them what’s happening in your life, and then you move on to ask them about theirs. Except 
that Paul instead of asking questions, gives them solid teaching from God on how to live their lives.  

He begins by encouraging the Philippians to live lives worthy of the gospel. We have to be 
careful here, because part of the gospel message is that we’re not worthy! We don’t earn or deserve 
God’s favour in our lives. We’re not worthy to receive God’s salvation, for He gives us His salvation as 
a free gift. 

So when we talk about living worthy of the gospel, we’re not talking about living in such a way as to 
earn the benefits of the gospel. Those are amazing gifts from God, and they should make a difference 
in how you live your life. We cannot live a life worthy to receive the gospel, but we should live worthy 
of the gospel which we have received. 

So what does it mean to live worthy of the gospel?  First of all, “Whatever happens, conduct 
yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  Whatever Happens! How 
relevant this is when you consider Paul has just been filling them in on the details of his life. He’s in 
prison for preaching the gospel, and is waiting on the verdict, knowing that he faces a possible death 
sentence.  

He doesn’t know for sure if he will be restored to these partners at Philippi, so he tells them, 
“Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  

What can we learn from this verse? I take it to mean Christ and the gospel come first. We may take 
this job or that. We may go to one school or another. We may live in Petrolia or move out of province. 
But whatever happens, Paul says, “live worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  

God gives us a lot of freedom. He gives us a lot of latitude in the choices we make. But no matter our 
choices, no matter our circumstances, determine to live for Christ and the gospel first, no matter 
what happens. 

Those words “conduct yourselves” translate a word that means “to live as a good citizen.” Philippi 
had the amazing privilege of Roman citizenship and all the benefits that came with it. Now Paul is 
reminding them of the amazing benefits of citizenship in the kingdom of God, and all the benefits that 
they have in Christ.  

Paul didn’t know whether he would be executed or released.  The Philippians didn’t know whether 
they would see Paul again or not. But either way Paul was determined to live for Christ.  
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He was in a tough situation, but it didn’t affect his relationship with God. He’d learned to trust God in 
the good times and the bad times. He said in another passage that whatever his circumstances, he had 
learned to be content. 

Because he was in chains in prison didn’t mean that God had abandoned him. Astonishingly, the Lord 
was using Paul where he was to further advance the gospel, even though he was facing a potential 
death sentence, and as a result, it had even touched the lives of the whole palace guard. 

Part of living worthy of the gospel of Christ is developing this “whatever happens” attitude of Paul.  
Trust God in the good times and the bad times. 

But he moves on to say in the second part of verse 27: “Then, whether I come and see you or only 
hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man 
for the faith of the gospel.”  

It’s clear that just as Paul is facing persecution for his faith in prison, so the Philippians are facing 
persecution for their faith in Philippi. 

It’s not easy living a life worthy of the gospel. When the church and its members take a stand 
for Christ and the gospel, the church will face opposition. 

So what to do when that happens? Paul has two instructions for us: 

1) Stand firm in the Holy Spirit,  

And 2) Work together as a team for the gospel. 

First of all, “Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that 
you stand firm in one spirit.”  

We can’t face the opposition on our own. Thankfully we don’t have to! We have the supernatural help 
of the Holy Spirit to help us stand firm for Christ. 

Paul’s first instruction is to stand firm in the Holy Spirit. Then he tells us to work together as a 
team for the gospel. Paul describes this as “contending as one man for the faith of the 
gospel.” What a picture of believers working side by side as one! 

Paul wants to hear that the Philippians are living for Christ with all their might and that they’re doing 
it together. There’s a close connection between unity and living worthy of the Gospel. 

That word contending means “to work together as a team, to strive together side by side.” It’s the 
picture of an athletic team on the field of contest, or a company of soldiers on the field of battle. 

Think of the athletic team first. In order for a team to be successful they need to work together. 
The team must work as one to achieve the goal. If the team is splintered and divided and full of 
internal conflict, it will never succeed on the playing field. 
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Paul says we need to work together like a well-trained army. Think of a company of soldiers 
fighting side by side, shoulder to shoulder, staying in formation, and advancing against the enemy as 
one man. This is not just unity, but unity for a purpose, to win the battle or perhaps even to survive. 

When things are smooth, it’s easy for the church to lose her focus and to bicker about things that don’t 
really matter. But no church undergoing severe persecution ever wastes time arguing about the colour 
of the carpet in the sanctuary. We become united in our stand for the gospel in the face of opposition. 

Paul says our purpose in the church is the faith of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We contend as 
one for this powerful message. The problem with the Philippians was that some of them were fighting 
each other, instead of uniting to fight against the enemy. There’s a close connection between unity and 
living worthy of the Gospel. 

Paul says, “Live worthy of the gospel of Christ. Stand firm in the Holy Spirit, and work together as a 
team.” So Paul’s first direction was “Whatever happens!” Then “One man!” And then finally he 
says “No fear!” 

Don’t be afraid of those who oppose you. Verse 28: “without being frightened in any way by those 
who oppose you. That word frightened means “to be startled or to panic.” It was used of horses 
on the battlefield which were suddenly startled or panicked in the heat of war. Paul is saying: Don’t be 
intimidated. Don’t panic. No fear! Stand strong in the face of opposition. 

Paul encourages the Philippians not to fear because they’re on the winning team! One 
person plus God makes a majority! You have God on your side! We’re on the winning team! As one 
commentator said, I read the back of the book – we win! You don’t need to be afraid. 

Have you ever seen two football teams warming up on the pitch before the game? Their coaches teach 
them to come out strong, brimming with confidence, getting in a huddle and shouting in unison. Why 
do they do that? It’s a sign. They’re showing the other team, “We’re not afraid of you.” 

Now of course, a lot of that is just bravado, and one of those teams is going to lose. But now imagine 
you’re on the Maple Leafs, and you’re coming to play against the Petrolia Squires. I don’t care how 
good the Squires are. The Maple Leafs are going to crush them. The Leafs would show no fear – a sure 
sign that they’re going to win, and the opposing team is going to be defeated. 

That’s how we should be as Christians. Whenever we face opposition for the gospel, show no 
fear. Hebrews 11 and the history of the church, tells incredible stories of fellow believers and the bold 
stance they took for Christ and the gospel, often facing intense suffering. 

The disciples in Acts rejoiced “because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the 
Name [of Christ].” (Acts 5:41) Wow! Think about that. I’m not sure that’s part of our mindset. 

Jesus described discipleship as following him and taking up the cross daily. (Matthew 16:24) He 
warned it could mean suffering for him. The Philippians were suffering for Christ, and Paul wanted 
them to understand that this was part of their Christian discipleship. 
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Paul had suffered persecution when he was in Philippi. Now the Philippians are going through the 
same struggle they saw him have when he was still there, and that he’s still experiencing as he writes 
to them from his prison cell in Rome. 

Let’s be bold in our Christian faith and witness. We don’t need to be rude or disrespectful, and 
continually in people’s faces. In fact I pray that you won’t, because that would be a poor witness.  

Paul says don’t fear suffering for Christ. 

Did you notice the two gifts in these verses? I must admit I missed these in the past. There is the gift 
of faith (“not only to believe in him”). This is the gift that enables us to believe in Christ in the first 
place. Without this gift from the Lord, we would never be saved.  

Then there is the gift of suffering (“also to suffer for him”). This is also a gift—but it’s the gift no one 
wants. 

Suffering for Christ as a gift of God’s grace may sound really weird to our Western minds, but our text 
reads: “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but 
also to suffer for him.” 

We have brothers and sisters suffering for Christ, why should we be exempt? Remember, we’re all 
partners in the gospel together. Are we at peace, not because of God’s favour, but because we 
have let ourselves be intimidated. 

In closing, let me make several application points from today’s text.  

Paul exhorts us to live worthy of the gospel.  

Determine to live for Christ no matter what happens.  

Trust God in the good times and the bad times.  

Work together in unity as a team for the gospel. 

Don’t fear those who oppose you. You’re on the winning team, and your fearlessness is a sign to 
them. And don’t fear suffering for Christ. Remember other believers are suffering for Christ too. 

Put these words together and this is what they mean: We are to unitedly join hearts and hands using 
all our resources to help spread the gospel by every means possible. 

May God help us to make a difference for Christ by the way we live this week? 


