
FBC Devotion April 2021 Fellowship of the Gospel Philippians 1:3-5 Fellowship 

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.” 

The word “fellowship” is one we use a lot in our churches today. It’s a word that over the years has 
taken a more general sense, like hanging out together over lunch or coffee. Thus, we have a Fellowship 
Hall to have ''fellowship'' in. We have fellowship groups for mutual encouragement.  

There’s nothing wrong with this concept, but it doesn’t capture the meaning of fellowship Paul 
intended. Paul is thinking of what comes to our mind when we hear the term ''team'' - a collection of 
people who are bound together for a task or a mission. That mission is what draws them together. 

It’s the fellowship of the gospel that the apostle Paul is speaking of in his letter to the Philippians. He 
says he thanks God every time he thinks of their partnership with him in the fellowship in the Gospel.  

Paul always took companions on his mission trips to spread the gospel and founded churches. As he 
did, these churches became part of his fellowship who shared his mission to advance the gospel. 

Here at First Baptist, we are also a fellowship of believers drawn together for a purpose. But for what 
purpose? That purpose surely is to preach the gospel of the crucified and risen Christ, and to live as 
people whose citizenship is in heaven. 

That is a worthwhile mission for a church. That’s a glorious mission for a fellowship of the gospel. 
Don't we want to strive side by side for such a cause? I believe we do. And I believe we are a fellowship 
that stands firm in the Spirit, and we do have one mind about striving for the faith.  

And yes, I believe we have the same frailties as the believers of this great church in Philippi that the 
Apostle Paul loved so much. 

When you think about it, we have all the same problems that Paul addresses in his letter to the church 
at Philippi, and the one in Corinth, and the one in Ephesus and Colossae, and the ones in Galatia. 

And yet here we are two thousand years later, carrying on the same mission with the same mind as 
those ancient believers. Despite the sins and the frailties, the message of the fellowship of the gospel 
continues on today. 

Let this powerful truth burn in our hearts! This never-ending account of the life changing gospel of 
Christ now has us in it. We have joined the fellowship. We know the ultimate end of Christ's return, 
but until that time we have our part to play, not just as individuals but as a fellowship.  

Others have played their part in this same fellowship of First Baptist Church. For 149 years those who 
have gone on before us, stood firm, side by side, with one mind contending for the faith. 

May it be that when our part in the Gospel account has ended, and our race is run, it will be said of us 
that we also faithfully stood side by side as a fellowship of the gospel, so the next generation will also 
be a fellowship advancing the gospel of Christ. 


