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FBC Zoom Devotion Sunday April 18 2021 Galatians 6:1-10 

Do God's faithful people ever tire of doing good? Can a believer grow tired in his faith? It 
happens sometimes when even dedicated, committed believers of Jesus, suddenly realize they’re tired 
of giving, tired of doing, tired of serving, and find that the joy of serving the Lord is gone.   

In June of 1955, Sir Winston Churchill, who was near the end of his life, was asked to give a 
commencement address at a British university. At this time he was physically infirm; he had to be 
helped to the podium. Then he held on to the podium for what seemed an endless amount of time. 

He stood with his head bowed down but finally looked up. Then the voice that years before had called 
Britain back from the brink of destruction, sounded publicly for the last time in history: "Never give 
up. Never give up. Never give up." With that, Churchill turned and went back to his seat. 

"Never give up. Never give up. Never give up." This is excellent advice for politicians and 
soldiers facing defeat, for students facing exams, for athletes facing stiff competition, for parents 
despairing over wayward children, for married couples wondering if they should divorce, for those 
lost in the sorrow that follows the death of a loved one. To all these people I add my voice with 
Churchill, "Never give up. Never give up. Never give up." 

This is excellent advice for anybody who is seeking to serve the Lord. In the Lord's service, it’s never 
time to slacken our efforts, or come to the point of giving up.  

Paul addresses this very issue in Galatians 6:9-10. “So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just 
the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.” (Gal 6:9) 

Anyone who has ever farmed for a living knows exactly what this verse means. It’s one thing to plant a 
few tomatoes in your back yard; it’s something else to plant 5,000 acres of wheat. Full-time farming is 
a year-round task. You start early and you work late, 52 weeks a year. There’s no end of the jobs to be 
done.  

Even during the winter there’s equipment to maintain and preparation to be made for the upcoming 
planting season. You don’t get a harvest by accident and you can’t treat it as a weekend hobby. If you 
want the harvest, you’ve got to work even when you feel like giving up. 

There are about five months between planting and harvesting. During this time the farmer waters and 
fertilizes, but doesn’t yet get to enjoy the benefits of his harvest. This can be similar in our lives, and 
Paul knew this first hand. 

Here is all God asks of us: Don’t give up! Don’t stop! Don’t grow weary! Keep on sowing. 
Keep on going. There will be a wonderful harvest to come. That harvest will partly come in life and 
much of it will come when we finally get to heaven. Who knows? Perhaps we will look down from 
heaven and find out that we changed someone’s life simply because we sowed a seed. 

Paul brings a very practical word of exhortation to us in verse 10. “Therefore, whenever we have the 
opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith.”  
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Are we ready when opportunity knocks? Experience tells us that opportunities can 
easily disappear. 

The word “opportunity” comes from the word which is sometimes translated “time.”  

However, it’s not a word that means the passing of the hours one by one. It refers to those moments in 
life when a door of opportunity opens before us and we have a choice to make. Will we go through that 
door or will we hesitate until it closes? 

We all have opportunities to do good if we’ll take them when they come. Every day there are moments 
when we can say a word of encouragement. There are times when we can get involved in solving 
someone’s problem if we will only take the time.  

No door stays open forever. Opportunities come and then they go.  

A sculptor once showed his studio to a friend who spotted a very strange statue. It was the figure of a 
man with hair completely covering his face and wings on each foot.  

“What is the name of that statue?” he asked. The sculptor replied, “His name is Opportunity.” 
“Why is his face hidden?” “Because men seldom know when he comes to them.” “Why are there 
wings on his feet?” “Because he is soon gone, and when he departs, he cannot be overtaken.” 

There are so many opportunities for us to the serve the Lord. It may involve coming alongside 
someone needing a shoulder of comfort, sending Bibles to Mexico, restoring the fallen, praying for 
and visiting the sick and dying,  sharing Christ in another country, bringing meals to families going 
through tough times, counseling the confused, saving a failing marriage, or giving money to someone 
in need. The list is endless because the needs of people are endless. 

Our calling is to do good to all people. To Jew and Gentile, Muslim and Hindu, Buddhist, to 
young and old, rich and poor, to the country dweller and to the city dweller, to the happy and to the 
sad, to the high and to the low, to those who please us and to those who displease us, to those we like 
and to those we can’t stand.  

Paul said, “I am a debtor to all men.” (See Romans 1:15.) Because of God’s grace to us, we owe 
something to everyone—to African, Asian, South American, European, Arab, Jew, and to every other 
nationality and ethnic group on earth. That debt is to show kindness to everyone and to do good 
wherever we can, whenever we can, however we can do it. 

And the greatest good we can do is to share the greatest news in the world—the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

It’s a good thing to feed the hungry and to help the wounded. It’s absolutely right that we should 
endeavour to help hurting people rebuild their shattered lives.  

But if that’s all we do, if we stop there and do no more, we haven’t met their greatest need. People 
need Jesus! They need to hear the good news that God loves them so much that He sent his Son to 
earth to die for them. They need to know that through the death of Christ, their sins can be forgiven 
and they can have eternal life as an absolutely free gift. 
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Let’s do the greatest good and share Christ wherever we’re with anyone who is willing to listen. And 
while we’re at it, let’s do any other good that we can as well. Start with the needs closest to you. 

Paul’s final instruction is this: “Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good 
to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith.” 

It’s clear from our text that God expects all of His people to be involved in doing good. Paul is writing 
to men and women, adult singles and young people and children, leaders and followers, teachers and 
students. To all of these church members he says, "Let’s not get tired in doing what is good ..." 

What it comes down to is that all of God's people are to consider it their calling to do good. 

This instruction to do good has all people in mind. Even those who are not believers. And even those 
that I may not get along with. If I can do good for someone, I should. 

However, we’re under a special obligation to show kindness to those who are part of the family of 
God. Because our faith joins us with Christians everywhere, we have a sacred responsibility to do good 
to Christians everywhere.  

That certainly applies to our local church, but it reaches out to include other churches in our 
community, and Christian ministries of all kinds, and to missionaries in distant lands. But on a more 
personal basis, it means having a godly concern for fellow believers in our own church family. 

There’s another way to say this. If we want to sow good seed, there is a simple way to do it. Start 
where you are! Start with the needs around you! Start with the people you know and meet and see 
every day. Then open your eyes to wider horizons. Pray for God to give you open doors. Ask God to 
give you more, so you can do more for the Lord. 

Look to your left and to your right. Look in front and behind you. Open your eyes and you’ll see needs 
on every hand. You can’t meet them all, but you can do something. 

And while we’re thinking about our Christian giving, make sure we always include Christian 
ministries. After all, if we don’t support the Lord’s work, no one else will. We have abundant 
opportunities to give to disaster relief. These are well and good, and we pray that the money raised 
will alleviate the tremendous human suffered by so many.  

But let’s not forget those men and women who labour in the name of Christ, here in Canada and 
around the world. They deserve our support and they cannot survive without it.  

We cannot expect unbelievers to give to Christian ministries. Some may, and we don’t turn their gifts 
away, but that is not how God’s work goes forward. Christian people must support Christian 
ministries or they will wither and die. 

No church ever died by giving too much, but many churches have died by giving too little. It’s 
impossible to be over-generous in the work of the Lord. We ought to give, and then give 
again, and keep on giving. Why? Because when we give to God, we’re sowing to the Spirit, and from 
the Spirit we will reap a vast harvest. 
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I know that some people say that this text reinforces the notion that Christians are nothing but a 
bunch of “do-gooders.” I call your attention to Acts 10:38, where Peter summarized the ministry of 
Jesus this way, and I quote, “he went around doing good.”  

He healed the disabled – the lame, the deaf, the blind. He embraced outcasts – lepers, prostitutes, 
tax-collectors. He made time for widows, orphans, and children. He took the side of the poor, the little 
guy, and the underdog against those who were rich, powerful, and influential.  

He fed the hungry. He befriended the lonely. He went out of His way to minister to the sick. He not 
only had compassion on the crowds but He also taught them. Every time we do good, we who are 
Christians are simply following in the steps of our Master. 

So I suppose that being called a “do-gooder” is a nice compliment. The world would be a much better 
place if we had more “do-gooders.” And I’d much rather be a “do-gooder” than a “do-
badder.” For that matter, I’d rather be a “do-gooder” than a “do-nothing-at-all.” 

Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven?” (Matthew 5:16). The good deeds that we perform, when done in Jesus’ name, 
shine a light in the darkness and point others toward God. 

People are surrounded everyday by hate, murder, rape, theft, abuse, selfishness, and greed. They’re 
looking for and crying for love. When they find it in the church they come to God in faith. The result: 
the church grows and God's name is praised. 

Paul's advice to us is this: "let’s not get tired of doing what is good." Keep on helping, keep on 
ministering, keep on serving, keep on doing the Lord's work.  

And as Churchill put it, "Never give up. Never give up. Never give up." 

 


