
FBC Devotion Tuesday April 13 2021 Shining Lights Matthew 5:14-16 

“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp 
and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone 
will praise your heavenly Father.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 

What do these words mean? To be the light of the world means illuminating the darkness so that 
others may see reality. Notice the simple application in verse 16. “Let your light shine before others.” 

You can turn on a light in an empty room. It will dispel the darkness and no one will see it. Likewise 
you can live the Christian life in secret, but no one is going to be helped. If your light is going to shine, 
it’s going to shine for all to see. Somebody has to see it before it will do any good. 

Jesus said two things would happen when you shine your light: 1. Others will see your good deeds. 

The word means attractive or beautiful or lovely. Jesus is saying that people will be attracted 
by the beauty of your life. Others will be drawn to you by the way you live. When you say a good word 
for Jesus, that’s a good deed.  

When you bake a pie and give it to a neighbour, or when you stop to help someone get their car 
started, that too is a good deed. It’s evangelism backed up by an appealing personality. 

Jesus could have said, “When they hear your great preachers, or when they sit in your lovely 
sanctuaries, or when they hear your outstanding worship team. He could have said that. But he didn’t. 
He simply said, “When they see the way you live.” 

There’s a second thing that happens when you shine your light before men: They give God the 
credit. Verse 16 says, “They praise your Father who is in heaven.” Did you notice that the word 
“your” is used three times in this verse? Your light … Your good deeds … Your Father in heaven. What 
begins on earth ends in heaven. 

That’s how much influence we have. It’s wonderfully simple. We do the shining and God gets the 
credit. So when our light shines to those around us, they see the beauty of our good works, the 
darkness falls away, they see spiritual reality, and God gets the credit. 

I cannot imagine anything higher or greater. We have in our hands enormous influence for 
good. We are the light of the world. We can make an eternal difference to the people around us. As 
they see the light in us, they will see the One who gives us the light. They will be attracted to our 
Saviour and God will get the credit. 

And here’s the most amazing fact about all this. You don’t need a seminary degree or a Christian 
college education. If you’re a Christian, you’re already salt and light right where you live. You don’t 
need a Bachelor of Salt or a Doctor of Light degree. You have everything you need right now. 

We are called to make a difference. We can’t do everything. But we can do something. And what we 
can do, we ought to do. That’s what being salt and light is all about.  

Let’s all come out from under that basket and let our light shine! 


