
FBC Devotion Tuesday April 6 2021 The Emmaus Road Luke 24:13-35 

The road to Emmaus story carries a lot of meaning with it. People often concentrate on the spiritual 
opening of the disciples’ eyes in this story, on their going from blindness to sight through the breaking 
of the bread and opening of Scripture by Jesus.  

Why were these men on the road that day? Where were they going? We don’t know. We 
know they were on the road near Emmaus, but we don’t even know where that village was located. 

Have you ever gone anywhere just to get away from something? Maybe that’s what’s 
happening in this story of the Emmaus road. The disciples have just suffered what was probably the 
biggest disappointment of their lives.  

And now all that seemed to have gone up in smoke – leaving them empty and wondering what to do 
next. So they walked down the road, away from what had happened. 

One commentator says, “Emmaus is where we go when life gets to be too much for us; … the place we 
go in order to escape –wherever it is we throw up our hands and say, let the whole thing go. It makes 
no difference anyway.” 

Emmaus … where is it for you? We all need to get away from life’s bad news sometimes. But lest 
you think I’m advocating answering every one of life’s disappointments and hurts by giving in to our 
selfish need to make ourselves feel better –remember how today’s story ends. 

Cleopas and his buddy meet a stranger on the road – and His teaching of the Gospel story, complete 
with an understanding of how it fits in with the Old Testament, sets their hearts on fire. And then, 
when Jesus broke bread with them, they discover that He is the Risen Lord – and they run back to 
Jerusalem, in the dark, to share the news with all the other believers. 

Now we know the “who,” the “where” and the “why” – but what’s the moral of this story? Simply this: 
it’s human to suffer disappointment, pain and setbacks in this life. Those things are as unavoidable 
over the course of a lifetime as is tomorrow’s sunrise. And when those things happen, often we need 
an Emmaus – an oasis – through which we can temporarily block out the pain and let the loss sink in 
before we start to heal.  

BUT … and this is the real point here … we need to raise our eyes from the road to Emmaus so 
that we don’t miss the fact that Jesus is walking next to us. Jesus – the risen Lord – is always on the 
road with us. That’s the one thing He promised us – I will be with you always, even to the end of the 
age.  

And when we’ve had enough of walking away from our pain, Jesus is there to reignite the fire in our 
hearts – to turn us from looking inward and trying to lose our pain, to looking outward and upward 
toward the Good News of the Gospel. 

If Jesus’ resurrection story tells us anything, it is that there’s hope – even in loss, even in death. There 
is the hope that can only come from the God who loved us enough to send His Son to suffer death for 
our sins, and then to make that Son rise from the dead to walk with us each and every time we need to 
find Emmaus. 


