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FBC Zoom Service Easter Sunday April 4 2021 He’s Alive! John 20:1-10 

On February 27th 1991, a mother in Kansas heard the phone ring. It was bad news. Her son, Private 
First Class Clayton Carpenter, had stepped on a landmine in the Persian Gulf War and was killed. She 
was shocked and grief stricken. People tried to comfort her but her loss was too great. Her son would 
never come home again. 

Three days later, she received another phone call. The voice on the other end said, “Mum it’s me 
Clayton, I’m alive!” At first she couldn’t believe it was the voice of her 23 year-old son over whom she 
had mourned for nearly three days. She said, “I laughed, I cried, I jumped up and down. I was 
overjoyed! You just don’t know how much. My son whom I thought was dead, is really alive.” 

We can only try to imagine what must it be like to be told that a person whom you believed 
to be dead in actual fact was alive? 

Today we are celebrating the most important day of the year – the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. We’re celebrating the fact that someone who really died, really came alive again. 

For the women who had stood beneath the cross of Jesus there was no doubt that He had died. They 
heard his last words above the jeering of the crowds; they had witnessed his agony and then his death. 

To Mary and the others who had witnessed Jesus die, not in the privacy of a hospital room, but 
hanging naked on a cross for all to laugh and jeer at, his death came as a cruel blow. 

They helped Joseph of Arimathea get Jesus’ lifeless body down from the cross and carry it to a tomb. 
They caught their last glimpse of the one they loved as the stone was rolled over the entrance of the 
grave. 

Death hits us hard when someone dear to us passes away, or we’re faced with the sudden death of 
someone young, someone whom we thought would be around for many years to come.  

But when it does happen that a son or daughter is prematurely taken, the grief is so much deeper.. 
The pain that Mary, and the other women must have felt as they laid Jesus to rest in the tomb must 
have been excruciating.  

John 20 tells us Mary M and the other women who had anointed the body of Jesus earlier, now return 
to his tomb. But what they found was a grave that was opened, not by a human hand, but by the 
power of God! In that grave, as they looked in, they saw the clothes the body of Jesus wore, but they 
saw no body! Why?  

Because the body of the Lord Jesus Christ had risen from the dead and walked out of that tomb. All 
that remained inside, the only evidence that He had ever been there, was the presence of His 
grave clothes. 

Those strips of linen cloths were saturated with ointments and aloes and spices, and applied in several 
layers. The mixture of ointments and aloes and spices would dry and harden, and the normal removal 
of such burial wrappings would require some significant tearing or cutting.  
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“The whole point of the description is that the grave-clothes didn’t look as if they had been put off or 
taken off; they were lying there in their regular folds, as if the body of Jesus had simply evaporated 
out of them.”  

The neat, orderly arrangement of the linen cloths showed that a human hand did not remove the 
burial wrappings of Jesus. 

These same women went to the tomb early on Sunday morning, and found the stone rolled away and 
the tomb empty. Their puzzlement turned to fear, so they raced off to tell the disciples what they had 
seen, and repeated the words told them by two angelic beings saying - “Why do you seek the 
living among the dead? He isn’t here, but is risen. 

That doesn’t mean there is no more dying. You and I, our loved ones, and strangers in far-off places, 
will die. Children will still die in bloody conflicts. COVID and cancer and heart disease will continue to 
take their toll. Old age will still be the prelude to dying. Sadness will still be seen on the faces of those 
who hold a loved one in their arms for the last time. 

But Easter morning brings a new light on death and it impact on our lives. The message tells us that 
even in the cruelest times, there is hope. 

When I use the word “hope” I’m talking about a certainty, something definite and true. Easter 
gives us a definite and certain future beyond the grave. The apostle Paul said “if the dead are not 
raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; 
you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.” 

Unfortunately, this is not the hope that many people have. People in contemporary society live very 
much for the moment. The house, the car, the overseas holiday, making tons of money are things that 
consume the time and energy of people in the 21st century.  

They live and work as if there will never be an end to the pleasures of this life.  

They give little thought that all of this will stop the day their heart stops beating. They act as if this life 
is all there is. Once we die that’s the end of us. 

Easter brings the great good news that He is risen. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead has 
made our own life beyond the grave certain and true. He is lord and master of death. He has made it 
possible for all who trust and believe in Him to have life forever. There is no doubt about this.   

Life is not a matter of skipping across the surface of a lake like a smooth stone only to end up sinking 
beneath the surface, gone forever. Heaven is not some vague idea of a place we hope to go to when we 
die. It is certain and true. Heaven is real. Eternal life is real. Jesus has given us the victory. There 
is life after this life. 

Yes, today we celebrate a victory. Christ has won the victory for us over the grave and assures us that 
death will not hold us down. We join with Paul in his shout: “But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15:57). 
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This morning, you and I are among those who accept the Gospel message of the resurrection by 
simple faith. We did not see Jesus live. We did not see Him die and we did not see the 
tomb. However, that folded napkin is still preaching today. It’s reminding each of us this morning 
that even though we don’t see Him right now, He's coming right back and we'll see Him then. 

Our Master has left us His assurance that He’ll return and take us to be with Him in His Father's 
House, John 14:1-3. Because He lives, we shall live also! 

The Jews still believe to this day that the Disciples of Jesus took His body away. If they 
did, would someone please explain to me why every one of His Disciples, with the exception of John, 
died for preaching the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  

Men don’t die for something they know to be a lie! The will to live is so strong that they would 
have confessed their lie to the authorities to save their hides. However, they all, without exception, 
went to their graves proclaiming the fact of a risen Lord! To me, that speaks volumes! 

As this chapter unfolds, each person who is confronted with the empty tomb and the grave clothes is 
forced to make a decision. For John, belief was instant, v. 8.  

For Peter, the truth came a little more slowly.  

Mary Magdalene finds that her heart is still gripped by grief, 11-17. Yet, she’s convinced when she sees 
the Lord Himself.  

The other Disciples are unsure of what is happening until Jesus appears in their midst with a message 
of peace and assurance, v. 19-23.  

However, Thomas, the perpetual doubter was not there and he refuses to hear a word they are saying, 
v. 24-25. His doubts are also laid to rest by a personal appearance of the risen Saviour, v. 26-28.  

Obviously, this is a message that affects people in different ways. Of course, there are really only two 
ways to respond to the message: 1. By Accepting It. 2. By Rejecting It. 

To their credit, all of these responded by accepting the message of the risen Jesus.  

Some are telling us today that it isn't important to believe the resurrection is real. We need only 
accept it symbolically! Well, the Bible has a different idea, Rom. 10:9-10. If you remove the 
linchpin of the resurrection from the doctrines of Christianity, then our faith falls apart 
like a house of cards. 

That empty cocoon of grave clothes preached a powerful message early that Sunday morning. It told a 
vivid story of a risen Saviour. Those garments lying there in that fashion proclaimed to the world that 
everything Jesus Christ had claimed, everything He had preached, everything He had promised was 
true!  

It’s powerful in that it gives hope to all those who come to Him for salvation, Heb. 7:25; John 6:37-40. 
It tells them they can run to Jesus and there find a living Lord Who can change their life. 
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It’s a powerful message because it tells us that our Heavenly Father accepted the death of Jesus on the 
cross as the payment for the sin debt of man. The New Testament tells us some 35 times that 
Jesus was raised up from the dead by God the Father.  

This was what Paul said, "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection. Phil. 3:10a.  

I think we can safely say that no other suit of grave clothes in history has preached such a glorious, 
timeless message, as did the grave clothes of Jesus and the empty tomb.  

I’m thankful that He lives this morning and that He left perfect, indisputable evidence in His tomb 
that He lives.  

Our closing hymn is an all-time favourite of the church at Easter – Christ Arose 

What greater song to sing now?  

Prayer: 

 

 


