
FBC Good Friday April 2 Devotion What Happened On the Cross? Luke 23:32-46 

Though there are many means by which death can come to us, there are only two possible conditions 
in which one might meet the hour of death. We see each of those two conditions in the men 
on the Cross with Jesus.  

In spite of all Jesus' grace, intent, desire and ability to save, we see one man spurning Him as death 
was imminent. Consider the first man. 

The First Man Died In Sin: (Verse 39)  

The thief, though in a perilous position himself, joined the other mockers railing and abusing Jesus 
verbally. His heart was not softened by the certainty of his impending death. He died without God 
and without hope. Many maintain that same careless attitude today.  

They say, "Nobody tells me what to do! I make my own choices, call my own shots, and determine my 
own direction! He was a criminal. He had been convicted and condemned. His question was self-
centred, "If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us." He was at death’s door, and ill prepared to meet 
his Maker. 

For all of us, death is a coming reality that needs to be faced. Here was a man not prepared. In 
desperation he cried out, "Save us." To prepare for death cursing God in the last moments of one’s 
life is always rolling the dice. 

A change of heart is evident though in the text. The first man died in sin; what about the second man?  

The Second Man Died To Sin: (Verses 40-42)  

Not long before, this man too had hurled verbal venom at Jesus. But as death's cold hand 
touched him, he acknowledged that what was happening to him was what he deserved. And he 
repented. He died to sin.  

The penitent thief turned both the conversation and his attention to Jesus when he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your Kingdom." What a prayer of faith! Jesus was also nailed 
to a Roman cross and was also suffering and dying. Somehow this criminal believed Jesus would live 
beyond the cross. It was a word acknowledging who Jesus was.  

The first man died in sin, the second man died to sin.  

The Third Man Died For Sin: (34, 46)  

Jesus was not the victim of circumstances, a helpless martyr caught up in a plan gone awry! Jesus 
didn't just die; he died with power and authority. His life wasn't taken from him; he laid it down 
willingly to die for our sins. His voluntary death was succeeded by His glorious resurrection. 

The cross is God's power demonstrated in humanity's worst forum. “And Jesus, crying out with a 
loud voice, said, 'Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” (Luke 23:46) 

God allowed Jesus to go to the Cross on our behalf, in our stead. This is the Good Friday message!  


