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FBC Zoom Devotion Sunday March 7 2021 Job 23:10 A Word For All Seasons 

“But he knows where I am going. And when He tests me, I will come out as pure as gold. For I have 
stayed on God’s paths; I have followed His ways and not turned aside.”  

Of all the questions that trouble the people of God, none is greater than the question 
posed by our text. Sometimes it is asked in other ways: Why is there so much suffering in the world 
because of COVID? Why do bad things happen to good people? Why do the wicked prosper while the 
righteous take a beating? Why if God really has the power to stop human suffering, why doesn’t he use 
it? 

Eventually these questions become very personal: Why did my spouse leave me after fifteen 
years? Why did God allow my daughter to die so young? If God is good, how could He let my closest 
friend suddenly have a heart attack?  

There’s no end to the questions, and there’s an alarming shortage of satisfying answers. No question 
for a pastor is harder to answer than “Why did this happen?” My church family, at best I can only 
grasp a tiny sliver of God’s eternal purposes, as they work themselves out in a fallen world. 

We rarely grasp all that God is doing in any particular situation. As John Piper puts it, God is doing 
10,000 things in your life right now. You understand maybe 3 of those things. We’re like little 
children peeping through a keyhole. We see a tiny bit, but the rest is hidden from our view. The 
danger comes in assuming that our “keyhole view,” equals the totality of God’s purposes. 

What can we learn from this? 

1. We won’t understand most things that happen to us or to our loved ones. 

2. The understanding we do have will be partial and limited. 

3. Some things will baffle us completely. 

4. Every now and then things will make perfect sense to us. When that happens, we ought to be 
grateful, and even then remember that when we think we know the big picture, we’re still looking 
through the keyhole of life. 

This truth ought to build our faith. (“I’m not smart enough to figure out all that God is doing in any 
particular situation”) and it ought to give us hope (“God knows what He’s doing, even when my 
current situation makes no sense to me.” 

Let me make this personal. Why are we alive while someone else suddenly dies? Only God knows 
the answer. 

The question before us focuses on the connection between God’s goodness and our 
pain. This passage in the Bible where the terribly afflicted Job declares his faith in God, has been a 
great source of comfort to me. 
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His words have endured across the centuries, because they speak for everyone who has spent some 
time in the furnace of suffering. Some people are in the furnace right now, others have just come out, 
and the rest of us will be there sooner or later. 

Here is Job’s simple statement that sums up an enormous spiritual truth: “But he knows 
where I am going. And when He tests me, I will come out as pure as gold” (Job 23:10). 

Job begins by affirming his confidence that God sees him in his pain: “He knows where I am 
going.” Nothing matters more than this when life throws us a curveball. We need to keep reminding 
ourselves of the first phrase of Job 23:10, “He knows where I am going.” 

Let’s make this personal to your situation. Whatever you are going through right now, God 
knows all about it. He knows about your relationship issues. He knows about your health issues, He 
knows how your kids are struggling, He knows your financial situation, He knows if you struggle with 
discouragement. Beloved, our God knows the path you take. Nothing is hidden from him. 

He knows what will happen around the next corner because He’s already there. He knows what’s 
going to happen next week because He’s already there. He knows!  

Notice how Job puts it—“When He tests me.” “It hurts.” It sure does. “It seems to last forever.” 
That’s how it feels in the furnace. “I don’t like it in there.” Neither do you.  

Warren Wiersbe offers this encouraging word: “When God puts his own people into the furnace, He 
keeps His eye on the clock and His hand on the thermostat. He knows how long and how much.” 

The text says, “I will come out as pure as gold.”  

When you’re “in the furnace,” it’s hard to believe that any good could result from the fiery trial, but 
God says, “Wait for a while, and you will see pure gold.” During our worst moments, we take this by 
faith and hang on to God, believing that better days must eventually come.  

Job lost everything. Joseph was cast into prison on a phony rape charge, and he ended up in the belly 
of a great fish. Jonah was a very reluctant prophet whose final words are both angry and accusing. 
But still he was God’s man for Nineveh.  

God said, “I’m going to send you into the belly of a fish so you can think about things for a while.” He 
did, and eventually he was barfed out on the beach (not a very pleasant experience).  

Job lost everything and gained back more than he lost. Paul was whipped, shipwrecked and 
bitten by a venomous snake. There are no accidents for the people of God, only incidents 

When God wants to improve a person spiritually, He puts him in the furnace. Job compared it to the 
process of refining gold. Even though this took place thousands of years ago, the basic process has 
hardly changed.  
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You take raw chunks of gold ore—pieces of stone flecked with tiny bits of gold—and put them in a hot 
furnace. The heat causes the stone and dirt to melt and rise to the surface where they are skimmed off 
so the only thing left is pure gold.  

Something like that is at work in your life through the trials you endure. The hotter the fire, the more 
the pain, but the quicker the gold comes forth. In the end you will be both approved and improved by 
God. Your trials are not wasted nor are they random acts of fate. 

This may not seem very comforting when you’re in the furnace. Even to promise that it won’t last 
forever, may seem empty when you feel alone with your troubles. I can’t tell you when your trials will 
end, but I do know this much: Our God is an on-time God.  

You can’t rush him, but He’s never late either. When the appointed time has come, you will come out 
of the furnace, and the gold of tested character will come forth in your life. 

So how will we survive the furnace?  

Very simply, consciously choose to believe God in spite of your circumstances.  

That’s what Job did. In the midst of his incredible pain he makes a bold declaration: “I’m still serving 
the Lord. As bad as it’s been, nothing can cause me to turn away from God.” The Lord gives 
and the Lord takes away! 

How does a person stay strong when life tumbles in around him? People who survive great trials 
understand that faith is a conscious moment-by-moment choice. More specifically, they also 
understand that faith is not based on how you feel at any given moment. 

We must say what Job said. In those moments of desperation, you’ve got a choice to make. It’s exactly 
the same one Job made. He said, “My feet have followed his steps” and “I have not turned aside.”  

I’m sure Job didn’t feel like following God after all the tragedies he had endured. But he did it 
anyway. That’s why he survived—and that’s why we still talk about him today. 

Let’s sum up the application of this message with three simple statements:  

Your struggles are necessary – fight on! 

Your Father has not forgotten you – hang on! 

Your future is assured – walk on! 

Here are three good mottoes for life in the furnace: Fight on! Hang on! Walk on! 

Above all, don’t take matters into your own hands. That only makes things worse. God has important 
things to teach us in the furnace if only we will listen and learn. We’ll all do some “furnace time” 
because that’s part of God’s plan for our spiritual growth. We can’t escape the furnace, but we can use 
it for your own spiritual improvement. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

And that brings me back to the original question: If God is good, why do I hurt so much?  

I think the first part of that question is the key. Is God really good? More and more I am 
convinced that this is the fundamental question of life:  

“Is God good and can He be trusted to do what is right?” If the answer is yes, then we can face the 
worst that life has to offer. If the answer is no, then we’re no better off than the people who 
have no faith at all. In fact, if the answer is no or if we’re not sure, then we really don’t have any 
faith at all. 

Sometimes you choose to believe because of what you see; often you believe in spite of what you 
see. As I look at the world around me, many things remain mysterious and unanswerable. But if there 
is no God, or if He is not good, then nothing at all makes sense. 

If you’re hurting as you hear this message, you may feel you have come to the end of your endurance. 
But don’t let your feelings determine your faith.  

God is always at work whether we see Him or not. I may not “feel” God’s presence during some 
difficult trial. But He’s at work in my life with or without my conscious understanding. 

He’s at work when I see His hand clearly. 

He’s at work when all is gray and mysterious. 

Remember the Keyhole Principle. 

We only see a tiny part of the big picture. 

You don’t understand because you don’t need to understand. 

When we need to know, we’ll know. 

Right now we see through a glass darkly. 

Better days are coming when all will be made plain. 

God knows what He’s doing even when we don’t. 

He’s never clueless even when we don’t have a clue. 

If your way is dark, hang on to Jesus.  

When your furnace time is over, you will come forth as gold. 

Prayer: 


