
FBC Devotion Tuesday February 23 2021 1 Corinthians 14:26 Participatory Worship 

“Well, my brothers and sisters, let’s summarize. When you meet together, one will sing, another will 
teach, another will tell some special revelation God has given, one will speak in tongues, and 
another will interpret what is said. But everything that is done must strengthen all of you.” 

A.W. Tozer said, "Worship is the missing jewel of the evangelical church 

In the early church the believers didn’t have church buildings so they met in homes. They didn’t have 
experienced Pastors so they all took a part in sharing in the worship time. People contributed various 
things: they would sing, share their testimonies, their insights, and any “word from the Lord” which 
they had. This was not all the Corinthians included in worship for there’s no mention of reading the 
Scriptures or of prayer. Paul reminds us that God meant worship to be participatory. 

One of the problems we face in the church today is the passivity that invades our worship. Obviously, 
the structure of pews, pulpit and a platform lends itself to a performance mentality. Biblical worship 
is not simply a service that is attended, it’s something personal.  

For worship to be vital it must be participatory. When we gather together to sing songs of 
worship, we are merely putting music to the song that’s already in our hearts, with Jesus as the 
centerpiece of our Worship.  

When we leave may we never think, "How did the worship leader or the preacher do today?" 
We should never ask, "Was I satisfied with the selection of songs or the theme of the 
message?" What we should always ask is, "God, how did I do today? Did I honour you? Did I 
put my heart into worship?" 

How do we do this? First, by stopping evaluating the time of worship by the quality of the 
“performance” of others. Worship should not be evaluated the same way we evaluate a concert, play 
or movie.  

Our culture conditions us to grade performances. We rate movies… two stars, three stars, 
etc… We score ball games and keep statistics on our favourite athletes. We can tell you when they 
performed well and when they failed. If we’re not very careful, we’ll see worship as a performance to 
be graded. 

We may see ourselves as an audience and the people on the platform as performers. The truth is that 
we’re all here to perform worship for an audience of One and One only. None of us are spectators. 
All of us are participants in the worship of God. 

We don’t evaluate our worship based on how much we “enjoyed” the experience. True worship is 
about meeting with God. We need to work at being involved. 

It warms my heart to have people give personal testimonies of what God is doing/has done in their 
lives. It would be great to have more people involved in the music and other service areas of our 
worship. I’m always ready to hear ideas how to have our church family more involved in the time of 
worship. Worship that makes the biggest impact is worship where God’s people are involved.  


