
FBC Devotion Sunday February 21 2021 Philippians 4:1-3 Standing Firm 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stay true to the Lord. I love you and long to see you, dear 
friends, for you are my joy and the crown I receive for my work. I appeal to Euodia and Syntyche. 
Please, because you belong to the Lord, settle your disagreement. And I ask you, my true partner, to 
help these two women, for they worked hard with me in telling others the Good News. They worked 
along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are written in the Book of Life.” 

How do we stay true to the Lord? Paul addresses this as he longs to see his brothers and sisters, 
calling them his dear friends whom he loves, his joy and his crown.  

There are many things in this life that will try and rock our relationship with Christ. There will be 
trials and temptations, perhaps even persecutions. As citizens of heaven living here on earth, we need 
to stay true to our Lord. This world is not always friendly to those who put their faith in Christ.. 

Agree with each other: Paul follows up with this specific instruction to two women to settle their 
differences. Amazingly he mentions them each by name? Can you imagine if a pastor did that 
in a sermon today? Everyone would snap to attention, wide awake with expectation as this letter 
was read out loud to the whole congregation. So you can just imagine the shock when Paul mentions 
these two women, Euodia and Syntyche, by name. 

We’re not told what their disagreement was, but it was clearly having a negative impact on the church. 
It doesn’t take much to disrupt unity in the body. When two people face off against each other, what 
does everyone else do? They start taking sides.  

Paul knows how important unity in the church is, so he takes the unusual step of naming the 
offenders, addressing each woman in turn. “I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche.” Paul is 
careful not to take sides here. He addresses each woman individually and wisely refuses to be drawn 
into the argument. 

The directive to Euodia and Syntyche is that they are to agree with each other “in the Lord.” To me 
this means we don’t need to agree with each other on each and every particular thing. But we must 
stand united in Christ and work together as partners in the gospel. There’s an old saying 
that goes like this: “In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All Things Charity.”  

Apparently Paul knew they were going to need some help with this. So he calls some unnamed person, 
to come alongside these two ladies to help them resolve their differences. Paul calls on his loyal friend 
to take the initiative and act as a peacemaker. 

We should note that Euodia and Syntyche were not just a couple of troublemakers in the church, they 
were partners in the gospel. They had worked hard alongside Paul and other un-named co-
workers, and he assures them their names are all written in the Book of Life. 

If our names are all written in God’s Book of Life in heaven, how much more should we all agree in 
the Lord and get along with each other here on earth.  

Though Euodia and Syntyche were mature believers, even mature believers can get off track 
sometimes. And when we do, we need the help of others to reconcile and make things right.  


