
FBC Devotion Thursday January 28 2021 Matthew 7:7-11 Keep On Knocking Part 2 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” 

Today’s passage is like an oasis in the desert. What a wonderful encouragement to prayer! This is an 
amazing promise, remarkable in its scope. Jesus sets no conditions here other than asking, 
seeking, and knocking – and then he assures us that God promises to answer. We have 
the assurance that the God of the universe hears and answers our prayers 

When you seek something, you rearrange your priorities so that you can search for 
what you desire until you find it.   

In 2 Corinthians 12 we learn about Paul’s “thorn in the flesh.” Three times he asked the Lord 
to remove it and three times the Lord said no. But Paul kept on praying and God eventually 
said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”  

Knock and the door will be opened to you … and to him who knocks, the door will be opened 
(Matthew 7:7, 8). 

The word “knock” means to stand at a door and repeatedly rap it with your knuckles. You knock and 
wait, then you knock again, then you say, “I know you’re in there,” then you knock again and 
say, “I can hear your voice. Come on, open the door.” Then you knock again.  

I remember this well when the rent collector used to call at our door in N. Ireland for his rent money, 
and he kept knocking knowing we were inside but not answering, and trying to dodge him.  

The picture behind these words of Jesus implies praying in the face of difficulty and even resistance. If 
you knock like this, your desire for entrance must be very great indeed. It also applies to praying 
when the object desired involves changing the heart of another person. 

I have shared with you before when Wyn and I were told my son Jon had a brain tumour and was 
hospitalized, and his future uncertain. He called me on the phone one day and all I heard was a very 
weak voice - “hello dad,” and it broke me up, and drove me to my knees in fervent prayer.  

God changed me in the process. I desperately wanted Jon to live but my heart was changed to 
accept whatever He had in store for Jon. I’m forever thankful that the Lord spared his life. 

God uses our prayers to change our priorities, and the more we come before Him 
asking, seeking, and knocking, the more He changes us to be like Him. 

When you do need to know, you’ll know, and not one minute sooner. It will be clear and 
unmistakable. God gives us guidance when we need it and generally that guidance comes just in the 
nick of time. 

That’s how God works. We do the knocking and in due season the door opens up for us. 

Why do some prayers take years to be answered and others are answered immediately? 
I don’t know the answer and find it futile to speculate. But this much is clear. If we keep on 
knocking at heaven’s door, sooner or later the door will be opened to us. Ask Seek Knock. 


