
FBC Devotion Tuesday January 26 2021 Ask – Seek - Knock – Matthew 7:7-11 

Our text this morning looks at one of the great prayer promises of the New Testament  

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. 
Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone 
who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” 

One evening six-year-old Bobby asked his father for a puppy. "Sorry, Bobby," his father said, "not 
now. But if you’ll pray real hard for two months, perhaps God will send you a baby brother." 

So little Bobby prayed real hard for a month, but nothing happened so he quit praying. But he was 
very surprised a month later when a baby boy arrived at their home. As he was looking at the baby 
beside his mother, his proud dad pulled back the covers a little to expose another baby. TWINS! 

His dad asked, "Aren’t you glad that you prayed for a baby brother?" Little Bobby replied, "I sure 
am, but aren’t you glad that I stopped praying when I did?" 

In verses 7-8 these famous words of Jesus describe three phases of prayer. Not all prayer is alike in 
its basic nature. Sometimes we are asking, sometimes we are seeking, and sometimes our 
prayers are like knocking at the door of heaven. 

Phase 1: Ask and it will be given to you … for everyone who asks receives (Matthew 7:7, 8). 

E.G. In India beggars unashamedly stand by the road with their hands held out, asking alms for the 
poor. I am still moved by my own visit there and seeing the mass of humanity filling the 
streets. Sometimes these beggars are bold and in your face with their pleading. It’s in those 
moments it helps to remember that you would be bold too if you were in their position. 

Jesus tells us that prayer is like the desperation of such a person coming before a benevolent 
Heavenly Father, crying out to God for what we need, knowing that he is able to help us.  

Phase one praying involves the basic needs of life. If you need food, ask God for it. This is what it 
means to ask God for “daily bread.”  Ask the Lord to bless your employment or business so you 
can pay your bills.  

Ask God for it if you need wisdom, if you need guidance, if you’re confused, if you’re in 
need of physical healing, don’t be ashamed or embarrassed to bring your needs to Him 
in prayer.  

Notice how broad the promise is. It extends to “everyone who asks.” And see how definite the 
promise is. Everyone who asks “receives.” Not “shall receive” or “might receive” or “may 
receive” but simply “receives.” So keep on praying, brothers and sisters. 

Don’t be dismayed by delay or defeated by your circumstances. Let the words of Jesus fill 
your heart. Ask, ask, and keep on asking and you will receive. Seek, seek, and keep on 
seeking, and you will find. Knock, knock, and keep on knocking, and by God’s grace the 
door will be opened to you. This is the promise of the Lord Jesus Christ 


