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FBC Devotion Sunday January 17 2021 1 Peter 3:15-17 Share the Reason for Our Hope 

“Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your hope as a 
believer, always be ready to explain it.” (NLT) 

Our text from 1 Peter 3, encourages believers to demonstrate their Christian faith to others in the way 
they live, and to be prepared to explain Christianity to them in a way that makes sense that they can 
understand. 

Peter tells us that if we will live our lives like this, the world is going to take notice. When they do, we 
have an opportunity to share the reason for our hope with them. 

He tells us to be prepared to give an answer to those who ask us the reason for our hope, to be ready 
to give a clear defence of the faith we profess. Peter is saying that when people ask us why we live the 
way we do, we need to help them to see that our faith is not just wishful thinking. 

Not pie in the sky hope that things will somehow work out for the best, but the ability to be able to 
explain what we believe. 

It’s easy for Christians to give a defence for many other unimportant things: our political beliefs, 
our thoughts on our favourite sports team, or some product we think is the best.  

But how do we stack up giving a clear defence of what should be the most important thing - our 
faith? Where would we rate on a scale of 1-10? 

If we can’t explain our beliefs to others, how much credibility do we have? When we speak in 
Christian jargon and clichés, but can’t explain what it means, what are people going to think? I think 
they’ll assume that we don’t understand it ourselves. So how do we prepare ourselves to give a simple 
defence of the faith we profess? 

We don’t want our children to end up knowing the words but not the message, to know the phrases, 
but not the underlying meaning. Wouldn’t it be sad if they don’t know what they believe because we 
didn’t explain why we believe? 

One of the first things I was taught at Public Speaking Training was “Speak of What You Know.” 
Get to know the Bible for yourself. Base your beliefs on what you read in Scripture, not on what you 
have heard is in Scripture.  

Sometimes we think we know what’s in the Bible, but our knowledge of the Bible is second-hand - we 
base our biblical knowledge off of what others tell us.  

For example, here’s a little true or false test. Are these sayings in the Bible? God helps those 
who help themselves. With great power comes great responsibility. Money is the root of 
all evil. To thine own self be true. Cleanliness is next to godliness. The three wise men.  

How many did you get right? Let’s make sure what we believe is actually based on Scripture. 


