
FBC Devotion January 14 2021 Proverbs 30:24-28 "Four Wise Little Things" 

A TV show Wyn and I enjoy watching is “Love Nature.” If you want to see giants of the animal 
kingdom, or birds, or bugs or rodents, it’s all there in living colour. 

Astonishingly, Agur, a little known figure in our text, asked his children to learn life lessons from bugs 
and rodents, the ant, the coney, the locust, and the lizard. 

This sounds strange, to say the least, because, let's face it – neither the ant, nor the coney, nor the 
locust, nor the lizard are particularly appealing. Yet Agur turns to these simple, small creatures to give 
us wisdom for life and for living. A vivid reminder here that bigger is not always better; small things 
can teach us great lessons. 

The first creature that Agur talks about to is the little ant. (Proverbs 30:25) 

He says Ants—they aren’t strong, but they store up food all summer.  

The ant works today for tomorrow. Or to put it another way, the ant knows and understands time. So 
what lessons can we learn from the little ant? 

1. Don’t live in the past always talking about the good old days. How everything was better in 
the past than in the present: how children were more obedient, how people were more religious, how 
schools did a better job, how neighbours were more dependable. It’s not profitable to live on the sins 
and tragedies of the past or to remember every hurt that others have inflicted upon you.  

2. Don’t live only in the present and give no thought to tomorrow or yesterday. Since yesterday 
doesn't exist for these sort of people, the sins and lessons of yesterday don't exist either. So they never 
learn, they never make amends, they never attain progress. And, of course, they never save up for a 
rainy day or give a thought to their future. 

3. Then there are those who live in the future. They never do today what they can do 
tomorrow. Their constant and favourite refrain is "after" or "later." After I get married, after I 
graduate, after I get promoted, after I retire, then I'll do this or that. 

The ant, in contrast, knows and understands the time. It has developed an instinct to prepare 
itself in the present. It knows it has to work in the summer to prepare for the winter. Though it has 
little strength, it uses what it has to prepare for the future.  

Ants love picnics, but not as a time to relax. Before you’re gone the ants are carrying off the cookie and 
hamburger crumbs – one crumb at a time. The whole time you’re eating and enjoying yourself they’re 
busy, busy, busy – working, straining, carrying the load.  

Though small you can observe these little guys lifting large loads and carrying them back to their hills 
in preparation for hard times. Nothing distracts them. If an obstacle is placed in their way they walk 
around it and carry on. 

Like the ant we’re to know and understand the time. Like the ant, we’re to use the present in order to 
prepare for the future. Of course, the biggest and most important preparation any of us can make has 
to do with the Lord Jesus. We must get ready to meet our Maker and have our lives right before Him.  


