
FBC Devotion Sunday December 20 2020 John 13:34-35 Advent 4 - Love 

This is the last Sunday before Christmas. As we move closer to the day on which we celebrate 
Christ’s birth, the candles of Advent help us remember the gifts of this season: Hope, Peace, Joy 
and Love. The journey of Advent to Christmas reminds us of God’s gift to us in sending His Son. 

The fourth candle of Advent is the Candle of Love. Its light is meant to remind us of the love that God 
has for us. We light this candle today to remind us of how God’s perfect Love is found in Jesus. 

The Christmas story is all about love, and so we’re going to look at four aspects of love at Christmas 
this morning. So let’s begin with Joseph’s love for Mary, an incredibly important part of 
the Christmas story. You might say, “Well of course he loved Mary. They were engaged!” And yes, 
they were engaged to be married, but that didn’t necessarily mean that Joseph loved her.  

How do we know Joseph loved Mary? We know because of his response when Mary was found 
to be pregnant before they were married. He chose the way of love. He chose the way that would 
bring the least amount of shame and attention to Mary even when he thought she had been unfaithful 
to him. Joseph’s love for Mary is our first example of love at Christmas. 

Secondly, we have Mary’s love for Jesus. There is a natural love between every mother and the 
child she bears. Now she holds her newborn child in her arms. How could she not love this beautiful 
new human being? Mary didn’t want to lose a single memory of all that happened that night.  

This brings us now to the third aspect of love at Christmas – God’s love for sinners. And 
this is really the heart of the Christmas story. The Christmas story is all about love. Joseph’s love for 
Mary and Mary’s love for Jesus are both important parts of that story, but they are not the most 
important. The central message of love at Christmas is God’s love for sinners. 

This is evident from the angel’s words to Joseph about Mary in Matthew 1: “She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

The greatest gift ever given at Christmas was the gift of God’s own Son. God gave His one and only 
Son that whoever believes in him would not perish but have eternal life. If you ever doubt that God 
loves you, just look at his Son, Jesus. Look at Jesus the child born into the world as a baby at 
Christmas.  

Look at Jesus the man, teaching the people, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing 
disease and sickness among the people. Look at Jesus the Saviour, suffering and dying on the 
cross for our sins to bring us to God. Look at Jesus the King, risen from the dead, ascended to 
heaven, coming back for us to take us to be with him that we may be where he is forever. 

But there is one more aspect of love at Christmas that we do not want to leave out. And that is our 
love for one another. “By this shall all men know you are my disciples if you love one another.” 

The Bible makes a clear and unbreakable connection between God’s love for us and our love for each 
other. Notice God’s love always comes first. Then our love should follow. Christmas is not only a 
reminder of how much God loves us, but also how much we should love other people. How will you 
show your love to others this Christmas? 


