
FBC Devotion Thursday December 17 2020, Selected Scriptures And the Angel Said 

It's Christmas season!  For some it’s a season of joy and for others it’s a time of frustration filled with 
fears. We often dismiss our fears with clichés such as "Keep the faith!" or "Jesus is with you!"   

Fears are not so easily erased away with clichés like that. Left to ourselves fears can overwhelm us. 
Left to God, He drives them away. 

What’s your favourite saying of the Christmas story? What the angel said to Mary, “The angel 
went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you!” (Luke 1:28)  

Or what the angel said to the Shepherds, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11) 

Or to Joseph, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 

But what about the “fear not’s” of the Christmas story? On four separate occasions an angel 
appeared with the message “Fear not.” 

1. Fear not Zechariah, the angel said, (Luke 1:13). His fears about his future posterity would not 
happen—God would bless him with a son, John, to turn many of the hearts of the people back to God. 

2. Fear not Mary the angel said- for you have found favour with God. Luke 1:30 Fear of 
the unexpected resides in many hearts today keeping them from God's purpose. Mary's heart is 
calmed as the angel speaks words of comfort ... "Fear not." 

3. Fear not Joseph, the angel said, (Matthew 1:20). Don’t fear for your reputation, don’t be 
afraid of what you don’t understand. God is in this!” Joseph was about to discover there are no 
hopeless situations; there are only people who have grown hopeless about them Knowing that God is 
up to something is an effective antidote to fear. 

4. Fear not, the angel said to the Shepherds on the night of the first Christmas Concert. 
I bring you good news of great joy which will be to all people” Luke 2:10-11 

To us, God is saying, “fear not!” Our fears for our future do not have to happen—God has blessed 
us with His Son who is the way of salvation from all fears. “Fear not!” God is in control and He will 
take care of us. 

So much of what happened during those pivotal moments in the nativity story depended upon the 
courage of people like Zacharias, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds. God had a monumental 
task for each of them; and their lives were about to change forever. Imagine if they had let fear 
overcome them. What if they had pulled back, doubted, and failed to do what God needed them to do? 

The Lord’s message to us today is the same message He sent through His angels so long ago: “Fear 
Not.” He can say that because He knows more than we do and sees what we cannot see. He knows 
what is coming. He knows we can handle it with His help to support us. To Joseph, to the shepherds 
and to each one of us the Christmas message is the same. Fear Not. 


