
FBC Devotion Tuesday December 15 2020 I Peter 1:8-9 Inexpressible Joy 

Joy. Everyone wants it. Everyone promises it. But can anyone deliver it? It might surprise 
you to know that joy is a big topic in the Bible. Simply put: God wants his children to be joy-filled. He 
longs for us to experience a deep-seated, deeply rooted joy. 

The joy offered by God’s joy is much different than the one promised at the car 
dealership or shopping mall. God is not interested in putting a temporary smile on your face. He 
wants to deposit a resilient hope in your heart. He has no interest in giving you a shallow happiness 
that melts in the heat of adversity. But he does offer you a joy: a deep-seated, heart-felt, honest-to-
goodness sense of joy that can weather the most difficult of storms. 

Peter referred to this joy in the opening words of his epistle. “You love him even though you have 
never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, 
inexpressible joy. The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of your souls.” (I Peter 1:8-9 ) 

Who was Peter addressing when he spoke of inexpressible joy? Peter was speaking to persecuted 
Christians–people who had been driven from their cities, jailed and separated from their families.  

Their rights had been taken. Their property had been taken. Their possessions had been taken. Their 
futures had been taken, but their joy had not been taken. Why? I Pet. 1:8 gives us the answer. 
You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him). 

What was the source of their joy? Jesus! And since no one could take their Jesus, no one could 
take their joy. 

What about you? What has been taken from you? Your health? Your house? Have you buried a 
dream? Have you buried a marriage? Buried a friend? As you look at these burial plots of life, is your 
joy buried there too? 

Think about it. Can death take your joy? No, because Jesus is greater than death. 

Can failure take your joy? No, because Jesus is greater than your sin. 

Can betrayal take your joy? No, because Jesus will never leave you. 

Can sickness take your joy? No, because God has promised– whether on this side of the grave or 
the other–to heal you. 

Can disappointment take your joy? No, because though your plan may not work out, you know 
God’s plan will. 

Death, failure, betrayal, sickness, disappointment. They cannot take your joy, because they 
cannot take your Jesus. And he promised, “No one can rob you of that joy” (Jn. 16:22). 

Is that to say your life will be storm-free? Is that to say no sorrows will come your way? Is that to say 
you will be carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease? No. But that is to say your sorrow will not last 
forever; “Your grief will suddenly turn to a wonderful joy” (Jn. 16:20). 


