
FBC Devotion Thursday December 3 2020 Numbers 6:24-26 The Benediction 

“May the Lord bless you and protect you. May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to 
you. May the Lord show you his favour and give you his peace.” 

What wonderful and encouraging words we find here, for if the Lord’s face shines upon us, then who 
can be against us? 

We use the word bless a lot. We use it often to someone who’s sneezing, or we might use it to end a 
conversation: "Well, it’s really good to see you! God bless!" And sometimes we may hear 
someone who has no interest in Jesus Christ say this or that is a blessing.  

Bless is a spiritual word. Jesus both started and concluded His ministry by blessing people. When 
children came to Him, He took them into His arms and blessed them. After His resurrection, He lifted 
up His hands and blessed the disciples. Jesus loved to bless people. 

Then we have the Beatitudes, which are the first verses of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus said, 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted" (Matthew 5:3–4).  

Here in today’s text, God commanded the priests to pronounce a blessing on His people, a people 
wandering in the wilderness. He wanted this blessing pronounced on the people again and again:  

Essentially God was saying, "I want this ingrained in their brains. I want it etched into their hearts. I 
want them to know this blessing from memory and be able to recite it at a moment’s notice." Why? 
Because this blessing would show them what God is like. It shows His nature and attitude toward 
them and, in effect, toward us. 

Today this benediction is for ALL God’s people - not only for His people Israel, but for the Church, for 
all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Here these familiar words again. The Lord bless you. How intimate this is:  

But He has not only blessed us with spiritual blessings; He has showered us with temporal blessings 
too, and we must never forget these. They include the measure of health we have been given, and 
most of us have work to occupy us, a home to enjoy, loved ones, friends and so on. 

But it goes on to say, “The Lord bless you and keep you.” Again notice the intimacy of this:  

“The Lord – you.” What a wonderful Keeper He is! We are guarded every moment of every day by 
omnipotent power, so we have no need to be fearful, anxious or apprehensive.  

This beautiful blessing concludes – “the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
to you.” Notice the intimacy again: “The Lord – you.” We have the smile of God resting upon us.  

Finally the words, “The Lord turn His face towards you and give you peace.” This is the 
crowning blessing and provision for us that we should know His peace.  


