
FBC Devotion Sunday December 29 2020 Advent 1 – The Candle of Hope  

One of the beautiful things about the Christian calendar is that each season comes around again and 
again, year after year. At First Baptist Church, we begin the season of Advent by lighting 
the first candle in the Advent wreath - Hope  

For many, Advent simply means a cute cardboard calendar with 25 windows to open and, if you 
happen to have one of the fancy German ones, a small piece of chocolate to eat every day until 
Christmas.  

For others, it’s the time of year to put the elf out on the shelf, remind the kids that Santa’s watching, 
decorate the house or get started on the holiday baking. But for believers, when we observe Advent, 
we aren’t just preparing our hearts for the Christ child on Christmas morning, we are also invited to 
prepare our hearts for the time when Christ will return. 

The wreath itself is a circular garland of evergreen; its greens represent eternal life and its circular 
shape, God’s unending love. The first Advent candle represents Hope. How many times this 
past week did you hope?  We all hope - that the family will arrive home safely, that the turkey will 
be done on time, or horror of horrors, another patterned sweater from Aunt  Jemima. 

Without hope, life loses its meaning and we couldn’t survive. The worst words we can ever hear are, 
“There’s no hope. Some of us have heard those words in doctor’s offices or hospital corridors. Yet, 
even then, there is hope—the hope that came into the world with the birth of Jesus. God gave us the 
gift of hope in a baby, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and sleeping in a manger.  

He gave us hope with His forgiveness of sins, our salvation, and His promise of peace. He gave us 
hope with the resurrection of the dead, the Holy Spirit, the return of Christ, and the world to come. 

Yes – we can have hope amidst these trying times? Hope is more than a feeling; it isn’t simply 
being perpetually optimistic or having a “hopeful” attitude. Scripture offers us an understanding of 
hope that is much more robust. Christian hope has endurance, and purpose—and God is its source. 

Christmas is now in sight, 

Plus a list “to do” with all of our might 

May our days be merry and bright, 

Our hearts full, reflecting His light 

As we approach Christmas Day, 

Let’s remember to ponder and pray 

 The Advent themes: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 

Blessings in Christ, gifted by God above!  

Prayer: Thank you, Heavenly Father, for the gift of hope. 


