
FBC Devotion Thursday November 12 2020 Job 38:1-6 Where Were You? 

One of the questions that every child has asked is “Why?” Sometimes, we don’t mind answering their 
“Why?” question: “Why can’t I have cake for breakfast?” “Because Dad ate it for his breakfast!”  Other 
times our children question us and we don’t feel like we have to give an answer. Kids hate this, right? 

They want to know why and they want to know now. The unanswered “why” has frustrated 
children since Eve said it to Cain and Abel. When parents refuse to give an answer it’s not because 
they’re mean, it’s often because we know something that our children don’t.  

We’ve learned an important lesson in the past. We have an insight that they might not understand yet. 
We can see something they can’t.  So, we don’t answer and that’s our prerogative as parents.  It’s not 
just children that ask “Why?”, so do adults, and we especially like to ask it of God. 

Like us, Job asked God, “Why?” but God didn’t give an answer. He instead gave Job a question of 
His own and it’s the same question He asks us; “What do you know?” 

As your pastor I want to always give you the answers you ask. I want to be able to explain 
why you’re sick or why you have constant pain. I want to be able to answer your “why?” questions.  I 
want to be able to tell you exactly why God is allowing you to suffer or grieve. I want to be able to 
share with you the reasons why God is doing or allowing in your life. I want to tell you why God allows 
innocent people to die from this awful global pandemic of COVID-19. You ask Why.  I ask Why. 
And too often the “Why?” goes unanswered. 

God really puts Job on the spot, and rightly so, “What do you know” He asks? What does Job 
know about the creation of the world? What does he know about the perfect dimensions of this world 
where the distance from the sun and the tilt of the earth are perfect for maintaining life? What does 
Job know about the oceans and the sunrise? What does Job know about death and the grave? Then 
God demands an answer, “Tell me if you know so much?” 

These questions remind Job, and you and me, that we’re not the Creator so we’re in no place to 
answer these questions.  God knows all things and He sees all things, even if we don’t.  He is 
perfect, holy, and just and His will is not always revealed to us. So many things remain a mystery. 

When we question God, when we ask “why”, we must be careful that we don’t venture beyond our 
place as His creations. He’s not going to tell us why people get sick or die. He’s not going to explain 
terrorist attacks. He’s not going to tell why He lets bad things happen. He’s not going to defend 
Himself against our accusations and He’s not going to explain Himself.  

I have to admit it’s really hard to accept that fact.  We think questions will settle our minds and ease 
our souls, and they could, but what if they didn’t. What if we had the answer to the “Why’s” but 
it wasn’t enough? God doesn’t answer all our questions because He has something else in mind. 

So, when God says, “What do you know”, you can answer, “I know that you are my God and my 
Saviour in whom I trust and in whom I will persevere.”  

Prayer: Like Job, Father, I bow in silence before You. Who am I to accuse the Almighty? Who am I to 
complain about my lot in life and say it is wrong? Show me more of how great You really are. 


