
FBC Devotion Sunday 25 October 2020 Exodus 3:1-11 Lessons in Lockdown 

“The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. 
Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn 
up.” This is the account of Moses stopping in wonder to look at this astonishing sight 

This story has a lot to say to us as we find ourselves struggling with the effects of our Covid-19 
lockdown on congregational life and witness. Here are some highlights from Moses’s encounter that 
mirror our situation today. 

First of all – We see Awareness: Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.” (Exodus 3:3) 

Moses’ was amazed at the sight of a bush that was on fire yet not burning up, yet it became the 
occasion for a life transforming encounter with God. We also are seeing things that we never thought 
we would see as a result of COVID. In all our feelings of unease and disorientation, might this be a 
season in which we need to set ourselves to become even more aware of God’s presence than usual? 

Second - We see Listening: God called Moses from the bush (Exodus 3:4) 

Do we hear God speaking to us in these days as we read and reflect on his Word, and seek the 
illumination of the Spirit to apply it faithfully to our present circumstances? What is God saying? 
We rightly listen for His words of comfort, peace and reassurance, but might we also hear from Him a 
word of challenge like Moses did at the burning bush? 

Third - We see Inactivity: Take off your sandals (Exodus 3:5) 

The first instruction God gives to Moses is not to come any closer and to take off his sandals. Of 
course this signifies he’s standing on holy ground before God. 

Recent months have been a period characterized by much inactivity in congregational life and 
witness. There have been lots of things we haven’t been able to do. It has been a season in which we 
haven’t had our laces tied ready for action, rather it has felt that we have been barefoot and 
immobilized. That has been very uncomfortable for us. We’ve experienced another side to being God’s 
people while doing a lot less in his service. 

Four - We see Incredulity: Who am I? (Exodus 3:11) 

When Moses hears what the next season of life is to bring for him in facing down Pharaoh and leading 
God’s people out of their captivity in Egypt, he is filled with incredulity. ‘Who me, God? Seriously? 
Are you sure you’ve got the right person? I’m not sure I’m up to this. Isn’t there somebody else?’ 

Five - We see Obedience:  Then Moses went… (Exodus 4:18) After a lengthy conversation with 
God, we read Moses responded obediently to God’s call. Time and time again, that stark choice faces 
us too as we find ourselves struggling through this messy period of life and ministry. It requires 
constant walking by faith not sight, but as we do so God sheds his light and gradually reveals the next 
step. It may feel like we’re being scorched and seared by the present moment.  

My brothers and sisters - as we continue this journey together during COVID, let’s do so by asking 
how is the Lord refining us as His people. We can be burning, but also flourishing. 


