
FBC Devotion Thursday October 15 2010 Colossians 2:6-7 Rooted and Built Up 

What’s the secret to living the Christian life? We all start off so well. We receive Christ as our Saviour, 
and we’re filled with excitement at the prospect of new life in Christ. We start off enthusiastic for 
Christ and ready to take on the whole world.  

And then sometimes we can lose that spark. Why is it so hard sometimes? The answer lies in 
today’s text. 

“Just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. Let 
your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will 
grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.” 

A few weeks ago as I walked through my son’s bush I saw large trees which had crashed to the ground. 
Why? Because they had hardly any roots to hold them up, so when a powerful wind came - down they 
went. They looked so strong but had no roots. 

A tree that loses its roots topples, likewise a building that’s only partially built is an eye-sore. We have 
a house like that down the street from us that has lain unfinished for years.  

Paul calls believers to grow in such a way that visible progress is evident. He calls us not be content 
with a partially constructed spiritual life. People who know who Jesus is, keep building their spiritual 
lives. Spiritual maturity is not becoming more independent; it’s becoming more dependent! 

The words rooted and built on him imply progress. The idea here is that our walk results in 
incremental increases in spiritual strength. The phrase means that there is an ever-growing 
confidence in the content of what we believe.  

Maturity is marked by having less confidence in yourself and a greater confidence in the Word.  

Paul says there are two results from being "rooted and built up". The first is that you will be 
"strengthened in the faith". When we begin to walk with Jesus in our daily living, we become 
increasingly sure of the truths we committed our life to. As we become acquainted with Him in our 
daily living, we become personally aware of His great faithfulness. 

The second result of this consistent walk with Christ is an overwhelming sense of gratitude. As 
you mature in the faith something surprising happens. You become even more grateful than you were 
at first. You see how awesome and great God is.  

The mature Christian does not become rigid, arrogant or snooty. The mature believer becomes softer, 
more humble and much more grateful. 

So let’s be sure that we live this way and lead this way and teach this way.  Let’s do marriage this way.  
Let’s raise kids this way.  Let’s do evangelism this way. 

Prayer: Lord help us all to grow in grace and to know You more. May the seeds of saving faith you 
have planted in our lives blossom and grow that all will know “whose we are and whom we serve.” 
Lord let us be that deep rooted tree that bears abundant fruit for your honour! 


