
FBC Devotion Sunday September 20 2020 Micah 6:8 What God Wants from Us 

Micah 6:8. has been called the heart of Old Testament religion and the greatest verse in all the Old 
Testament. It sums up what God really wants from you and me. This is the kind of verse we ought to 
commit to memory, write out on a card, and put it in our mirror so we can look at it every day. It tells 
us exactly what God looks for in your lives. 

“No, O people, the Lord has told you what is good, and this is what He requires of you: 
to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Doing What Is Right: Often in the Old Testament this word is applied to God’s own character. In 
the Bible this concept is applied in some very concrete ways: caring for the poor, remembering the 
widows and orphans, not plowing the corners of your field so the hungry could get food, speaking the 
truth, paying a fair wage, having honest scales, no cheating, no extortion, and refusing to take 
advantage of the less fortunate. 

Mercy: God is merciful—He is absolutely fair and righteous in all His dealings. Mercy speaks of the 
way we treat others. It’s the word sometimes translated “His mercy endures forever.” It means 
loving the unlovely even when they don’t love you back. It speaks to our obligation to care for people 
who don’t care for us. 

Here’s a simple definition of mercy: Doing unto others as God has done unto you. Has God 
blessed you? Then bless others. Has God forgiven you? Then forgive others. Has God lifted you up 
when you were down? Then lift others up when they are down. Has God overlooked your faults? Then 
overlook the faults of others. 

The word translated “mercy” is elsewhere translated as “lovely” or “beautiful.” Show mercy and 
people will think you are beautiful! 

Humility: What is humility? It’s having a right view of yourself. Humility does not mean saying, “I’m 
a nothing, I’m a worm, I’m useless.” That’s not humility, that’s self-pity, which is really another form 
of pride. And what is pride? It’s having too large a view of yourself because you have too small a view 
of God. When your God is big, you will be small, and pride will be impossible. 

This is humility. God made us and we belong to Him. Every good thing we have in life is a gift from 
the Almighty. I thank God for what I have and I’m going to do the best I can with what God has given 
me. Humility enables us to be who we are in Christ.  

Three Simple Words: What does God want from us? Justice … Mercy … Humility. 
Rightly understood, those three words form the sum total of your Christian duty. If you 
have those things, God will be pleased. If you don’t, nothing else makes much 
difference. 

The religion God approves is the religion of the heart! Outward religion is useless unless the 
heart belongs to Him. He wants the real you—the person on the inside. We can fake a lot of religious 
activity. But the heart doesn’t lie. This is the heart of the gospel. 

Jesus came to establish justice! He came to show mercy! He came to lift up the humble! 


