
FBC Devotion Tuesday September 8 2020 Luke 15: 5-7 The Lord Is Counting On Us 

How good are you at counting? It’s absolutely astonishing how many things we count in our lifetime. 
From our earliest days we learned how to count. How important we felt when we could make it to 100. 
People on farms count livestock and how many bushels to the acre. Governments have a census to 
count people, and on and on we could go. 

I vividly remember in Freemantle, Western  Australia, watching in awe as 500,000 sheep were being 
loaded live on a huge multi-decked boat destined for the Middle East, and while being almost 
overcome by the overpowering stench in the air, I think my mouth dropped open seeing these sheep 
being counted manually as they ran up a ramp onto the boat. 

Even in Bible days they were counting. We find recorded in Luke 15: 3-7, Jesus telling a parable about 
a farmer who had one hundred sheep, but when he did the head count, there was only ninety-nine. 

Some businesses might suggest that the shepherd should have been thankful that he still had ninety-
nine! But farmers don’t think that way. Leaving the ninety-nine, this particular shepherd goes looking 
for the lost one. On today’s farm, it would probably mean jumping on a quad and heading out to the 
back 50. In Bible times, he would have gone out on foot, looking in every place, calling as he went – 
even if the weather was atrocious. This is what it means to be a good shepherd. 

Searching, he hears a weak bleating and there’s his sheep, caught in a hedge - she’s found. She’s weak, 
so he hangs her over his strong shoulders and heads for home. Arriving back, he calls for a 
celebration. Jesus tells us, “And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders.  

When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me because I 
have found my lost sheep. In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who 
repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away.” 

It’s a good thing to remember that God still counts – He even knows the number of hairs on 
our heads! (Luke 12:7). We may all feel lost in the confusion of these deeply uncertain times, but it’s 
worse to feel lost from God. 

Jesus is still the ‘Good Shepherd’ and the Shepherd is still looking and calling out for us. That’s why 
the Good Shepherd came, lived, died and rose again. Only when we are found by Him, saved and 
brought home by Him, can the ‘census’ be complete! 

Jesus also talked about “Counting the Cost” of following him. Large crowds gathered around him 
and even travelled with him, but he called for them to be more involved. If people were going to be 
Jesus’ followers, they needed to know what they were doing! They needed to listen carefully and 
to count the cost of commitment. Were they willing to put Jesus first in their lives? 

If we think of discipleship as a set of religious practices—reading the Bible, praying, attending worship 
services, or undertaking the occasional mission project—then “counting the cost” is fairly easy. But if 
we think of discipleship as full engagement in the life God intended us to live—following Jesus 
wherever he leads, then the costs look so much different. 

Let’s be counted so that when He’s looking for us, we are somewhere working for Him. 


