
FBC Devotion Tuesday September 1 2020 Genesis 50: 20 And Now, the Rest of the Story 

Two boys were walking along a street when they encountered a large dog blocking the sidewalk. 
“Don’t be afraid,” one of the boys told his more timid companion. “Look at his tail, how it wags. When 
a dog wags his tail he won’t bite you.” 

“That may be,” admitted the other, “but look at that wild gleam in his eye. He looks like he wants to 
eat us alive. … Which end are we going to believe?” 

You may have felt like those two boys when you’ve had to face trials in your life. We’re assured that 
God is working all things together for good to those who love Him, (Rom. 8:28). But sometimes we 
aren’t quite convinced whether to believe the wagging tail of God’s promises or that wild gleam in the 
eye of the big trial confronting us. What if we count it all joy and the trial bites us? 

Our text today states “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good” (Gen. 50:20). Joseph 
knew that even though his brothers hated him at the time and were trying to get rid of him, behind 
them God was at work. 

That same mindset will help us bear up under trials: 

You have to keep in mind as you work through Joseph’s story, he didn’t know how the story 
would turn out. He didn’t know yet that if he just held on for a few years, God would raise him up 
as second to Pharaoh. But it’s clear that he knew one thing for certain, Joseph’s trust in the sovereign 
God carried him through many bleak days as he languished in the dungeon. 

But, in fact, all these things were not against him. The truth was, God was for him. Even the 
trial of the famine was being used to reunite him with his family again, and to provide for all their 
needs during the famine that was ravaging the land. 

I have often profited spiritually from the incident in the life of David where he hit rock bottom. He 
had gotten himself into a mess because he had doubted the goodness of God in his life. We read that 
raiders had burned the city Ziklag with fire and had taken all their wives and children captive. David’s 
men were so upset that they were talking about stoning him. But what did he do?  

He “found strength in the Lord his God.” (1 Samuel 30:6) 

That’s the mindset we need to endure trials—to trust in the goodness of God in every situation. 
Whatever you’re going through, you can know that though others may mean it for evil, God means it 
for good. He wants you to trust Him so that He will be glorified in your life. 

Aren’t you glad the word oops is not in God’s vocabulary? It sure is in mine. God is 
sovereign, which simply means that He’s is in control. He doesn’t make mistakes.  

He helps us sort it all out. And with the passing of time, we look at things a little more objectively and 
a little bit differently. There are things that God allows in life that don’t make sense. They may not be 
fully realized until we get to Heaven.  

Until then, I’m willing to live by that assurance. 


