
FBC Devotion Tuesday August 4 2020 Nothing to be Ashamed Of 

“So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. Yet I am not 
ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I 
have entrusted to him for that day” (2 Timothy 1:8-12). 

Ashamed of what, of the gospel, of the Lord, of the Lord’s people, “of me his prisoner.” 
“Timothy, don’t be ashamed because I’m in chains in a Roman jail.” Paul understood that he was “the 
Lord’s prisoner,” meaning that he was there by God’s design. No need to feel sorry for him because 
Paul didn’t feel sorry for himself. No complaints, no blaming, no whining, no, “I don’t deserve this.” 

We all understand why Paul wrote these words. There are times for all of us when we’re tempted to be 
ashamed of our faith. We may keep quiet at work because we fear what will happen if someone finds 
out. Or we may not speak out in high school for fear of what others will say about us. Or you may play 
down your faith at a family reunion so you won’t offend anyone.  

How can we be ashamed of the Good News that comes from God? If you decide to go public 
with your faith, someone isn’t going to like it and you may pay a price for it. Verses 9-12 explain the 
reason for Paul’s boldness.  

God saved us by grace and gave us the gospel. Death has been destroyed. Immortality is now ours 
through Christ. We know that God will take care of us to the end. 

That’s why Paul comes to a triumphant conclusion in verse 12: “I know whom I have believed, and am 
convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him for that day.” Our safety does not 
depend on ourselves but on the Lord alone. Note how Paul puts it: “I know whom I have believed.”  

He doesn’t say, “I know what I have believed,” though that would be true. And he doesn’t say, “I know 
how much I have believed,” even though that is also true. And he doesn’t say, “I know when I 
believed,” which he could well have said. And he doesn’t even say, “I know why I have believed,” even 
though that would be true as well and would be perfectly appropriate.  

Don’t be ashamed and don’t be intimidated about your faith. Though we may be mocked 
and ridiculed for what we believe, we can be sure that God will vindicate us in the end. The Lord is 
“able to keep” that which we have entrusted to him.  

We live in amazing times when the world itself seems to be undergoing a seismic change. Long-held 
opinions are being overthrown and new ones embraced by millions of people. Our part is to be 
faithful. So let’s determine to stand fast by the power of God, to be bold in our witness, to entrust the 
future into the hands of the Lord, and to live for Christ no matter what it costs.  

Paul said, “I am not ashamed.”  

His message to his timid yet loyal protégé is clear: “Timothy, stand fast for the gospel. Never be 
ashamed of what you believe. And don’t be ashamed of me because I am in chains.” If any of us 
feel unequal to the task, remember that God has given us all that we need to be strong in the Lord. 
When we consider all that God has done for us, all that Christ has provided for us, and the Holy Spirit 
who lives within us, may it inspire us to sincere Christian commitment. 


