
FBC Devotion Thursday July 30 2020 2 Timothy 1:6-7  Lighting the Flame 

“This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on 
you. For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.”  

This exhortation comes in light of Timothy’s wonderful spiritual heritage. “Timothy, God has blessed 
you abundantly. Don’t hide your light. Let it shine! Fan the flames of the spiritual gift God gave you. 
Don’t live in fear, but let the Holy Spirit produce in you power, love and self-discipline.”  

We hear a lot these days about temperature, as we see people getting tested for symptoms of 
coronavirus by no contact digital thermometers.  Our text today looks at our spiritual temperatures.  

And the call of God comes to all of us. How exactly do you “fan into flames” the gift of 
God? Remember that this “gift of God” is given to every believer at the moment of salvation. It’s the 
divine equipping by the Holy Spirit so that we have everything necessary to live for Christ in this 
world. We are encouraged here to say no to fear and yes to faith. 

Paul doesn’t say, “Start the fire,” but rather, “Stir up the fire that is already burning inside.” 
Another way to say it is, “Use your gifts now! Serve the Lord now! Get involved now! God put 
the fire inside you but you have stir up the flame! Let it burn!” 

If you can teach, teach. 

If you can help, help. 

If you can write, write. 

If you can sing, sing. 

If you can cook, cook. 

If you can invest, invest. 

If you can build, build. 

If you can serve, serve. 

If you can lead, lead. 

Everyone can do something for God, and most of us can do more than one thing for the Lord. In these 
trying days, as the world reels from one crisis to another, we need “all hands on deck.” This is a day to 
work for God. Now is the time to grab your helmet and get into the ballgame for God. 

Verse 7 tells us to do this because we already have everything we need to do God’s will. You have it 
now. It’s inside you, put there by God. Don’t say, “Give me more faith.” Say, “Lord, unleash the faith I 
already have.” “Lord, turn loose the power within me.” “Lord, show me how to use what you gave me.” 

Here is an important thought for you to ponder: Fear of failure comes from the devil. He whispers to 
us, “You aren’t qualified to do this. You don’t have what it takes.” Those thoughts don’t come from 
God. Don’t let your fears keep you from doing what God has called you to do! 


