
FBC Devotion Thursday July 23 2020 The Body of Christ 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. — 1 Corinthians 12:27 

Have you ever stubbed or broken a toe, or your wrist? It seems so small, but when it’s not functioning 
well with the rest of the foot or hand, it’s very noticeable. Trying to swing like Tarzan from a pine tree 
or dropping a manure spreader hitch on my toes like I did, soon made me realize how much you need 
those hands and toes to function well. 

Thinking about the parts of the body helps us understand the way spiritual gifts work in the church, 
the people who make up the body of Christ. This reminds us that working together, with everyone 
using their gifts and talents, makes the tasks to be accomplished much easier. It also means that 
everyone is included in the project. Often we see only the more visible gifts and give them more value. 

When Jesus sent his disciples down the street, he never sent them alone (see Luke 10). He knew they 
would need to work together to do the tasks he called them to do. I’m thankful that God made us all 
different so that working together would always be better. Each of us is a Significant Part of the 
Body of Christ 

“Just as there are many parts to our bodies, so it is with Christ’s body. We are all parts of it, and it 
takes every one of us to make it complete, for we each have different work to do. So we belong to each 
other, and each needs all the others” (Romans 12:4-5 TLB). 

One of the most common descriptions of the Church in the Bible is the “Body of Christ.” 
What Jesus Christ did when he was here in his physical body, he wants us to continue to do today. 
We are the Body of Christ on Earth. 

Everybody’s needed in the Body of Christ. We are all parts of it, and it takes every one of us to make it 
complete. 

It’s like a jigsaw puzzle. When you build a jigsaw puzzle and you’ve got one part missing, what are you 
going to notice? The one piece that’s missing. 

That’s the way it is in the Body of Christ. Everybody’s needed. You may say, “I’m just a 
toenail in the Body of Christ.” Have you ever lost a toenail? You notice it. I once dropped a toilet seat 
on my thumb. It may just be a tiny part of my body, but I sure noticed it for about six months. 

Never confuse prominence and significance. Something can be prominent but not significant. 
My big nose is prominent. It just sticks out there. But it’s not as significant as other parts of my body. 
You may not feel prominent in the Body of Christ, but you are significant. There are many parts, 
but everybody’s needed. We all have work to do! 

The church is not just a group of religious people gathered together to enjoy certain mutually desired 
functions. It’s a group of people who share the same life, who belong to the same Lord, who are given 
gifts by that same Spirit, and who are intended to function together. That’s the work of the church. 

Prayer: Dear God, help us remember that each of us has a gift and a talent to offer and that we’re 
equal in your sight. Help us to use our gifts so that the body of Christ brings honour to you. Amen. 


