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FBC Devotion Tuesday, June 23, 2020 – A Life Changing Encounter Ruth 2 

How many “red letter” days have you had in your life? Are there certain days you will always 
remember? We usually remember birthdays, anniversaries, graduation days, and all the other “red-
letter days.” For Naomi and Ruth, this was a red-letter day. Something life changing was about to 
happen in the lives of these two widows that will change the course of their lives. 

In this story, Ruth has experienced extreme kindness from a man named Boaz. She knows who he is, 
but she doesn’t know why he matters. Ruth doesn’t know about his connection to Naomi, and Naomi 
doesn’t know about his kindness to Ruth. All we know so far is that Ruth “happened” to glean in the 
field of Boaz, who went out of his way to honour and protect her. She recognizes the hand of God in 
how he treated her, but beyond that, she cannot yet see the big picture. 

These closing verses of Ruth 2 tell us how these two widows--one old and one young--respond to 
God’s astonishing grace. Ruth returns home tired but glad, carrying an armful of fresh grain — 
enough to feed the two women for quite some time. 

How should you react when God comes through for you? What do you do when your prayers are 
answered? How do we respond to God’s extreme kindness to us? We do what Naomi and Ruth did. 
We celebrate! 

Her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you gather all this grain today?” Naomi asked. “Where did 
you work? May the Lord bless the one who helped you” (v. 19a). 

How blessed we are when we see God’s hand in the common things. We’ll never lack a 
reason to celebrate God’s goodness when our hearts are tuned to see Him at work in our lives. 

Ruth told her mother-in-law whom she had worked with and said, “The man I worked with today is 
named Boaz.” What an impact this has on Naomi! She had suffered and lost so much, and now she 
realizes the Lord has not forgotten them. We will never come to the end of God's grace 

Here’s a final fact to consider. In the book of Ruth, we hear from everyone except the main character. 
Naomi speaks, Ruth speaks, and Boaz speaks. God never utters a word, yet He is the Prime Mover 
behind the scenes. Every detail points to the Sovereign Lord of the universe. He leaves His 
fingerprints in plain sight. The writer wants us to see God at work in the ordinary details of life. 

How blessed we are when we see the Lord everywhere! If God is with us, then we’re never 
truly on our own. When God is involved, there are no “ordinary” days because every day matters to 
Him. Sometimes we need to be reminded that God is to be seen not just in the big events, but also in 
the tiny details. Look for God's fingerprints. 

If you keep your eyes open for God, you’ll soon see Him everywhere. Often we focus on the 
spectacular answers to prayer. God says, “That’s not always where you’re going to see me. Look for my 
fingerprints in the small things and listen for the whisper of my voice.” As the sun goes down over this 
red-letter day, two widows in Bethlehem celebrate God’s goodness to them. May this be true in 
your life as well. 


