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FBC Devotion Wednesday June 17 2020 Ecclesiastes 3:1-22  

Our devotion text this morning is certainly the most quoted in the book of Ecclesiastes. Amazingly in 
the 70’s, a pop group made it famous in their hit song “Turn, Turn Turn.” Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 set to 
music 

“There is an occasion for everything, and a time for every activity under heaven:” (Ecclesiastes 3:1 

There is a purpose to everything that happens in life. Things happen, even when we don’t know why. 

God orders time Here in these first eight verses, we have the idea of balance. There is an order to 
things. God has established that order. From before our birth to the moment of our death, God is 
accomplishing His divine purposes, even though we may not always understand what He is doing. 

Time matters. God gives us enough time to do what He wants us to do. We have time for all kinds of 
experiences – good and bad. God gives us time to make memories. He gave us time to enjoy life. Time 
is the currency of life. Once it’s spent, it can’t be bought again. God wants us to use our time wisely for 
Him. Because time matters to God, it should matter to me. Because time matters to God, I 
should use it for His glory and use it wisely. 

Three Ways God Enriches Our Lives 

1. God gives us work 

When one walks through life, one may think that life is pointless. Solomon asks this question and then 
answers it Ecclesiastes 3:9-10: “What does the worker gain from his struggles? I have seen the task 
that God has given people to keep them occupied.”  

One may say that I do my own work. But ultimately it is God who provides you work. He did it for 
Adam and He does it for you and me. 

“The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and watch over it.” 
(Genesis 2:15) Why did God place Adam in the garden to work it and watch over it? Because God 
values work. It’s part of the process of time. 

2. God gives us a desire to know the future - (Ecclesiastes 3:11 

“He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also put eternity in their hearts, but man 
cannot discover the work God has done from beginning to end.”  

God has put eternity in our hearts, to remind us that there will be a time in the future. God prepared 
the pages of our lives long before we were born. 

3. God gives us the gift of life to enjoy today. Verses 12–14. These verses say it all!  “There is 
nothing better than to be happy and enjoy ourselves as long as we can. And people should eat and 
drink and enjoy the fruits of their labour, for these are gifts from God.” The old English Catechism 
sums it up well, “man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”  


