
FBC Devotion Sunday June 7 2020 What’s Behind the Fog? John 20:24-29 

Some years ago Wyn and |I were in St John New Brunswick, visiting with an old friend from my days 
singing with the Carrickfergus Gospel Male Choir, Tommy Megaw. 

Tommy was now the chief engineer on one of Irving Oils tugs, and he invited me onboard as the boat 
was bringing medical supplies to a super tanker unloading oil to onshore storage tanks. 

Have you ever been in what is known as a “pea soup” fog? This is fog so thick that you can’t see a hand 
in front of you. Years ago, London England was famous for these dense fogs. Well, this is what the fog 
was like that Saturday morning. 

Growing up in Ireland, I saw many a thick mist cover the hills. As I had seen them many times, I knew 
they were still there even though at times I couldn’t see them. But that was nothing compared to this. 

I was up in the wheelhouse with the captain as we set off in the thick fog, and though we could see 
nothing, he had complete faith in his instruments and knowledge of the outbound channel. 

Then suddenly – boom – we were out of the fog and there in front of us was the most massive ship I 
have ever seen. The crew looked like ants on the ship’s deck. What an unforgettable sight that was! 

I’m reminded of the old hymn “when the mists have rolled in splendor from the beauty of the hills.” 

Thomas, one of Jesus’s disciples, became known as “Doubting Thomas” because he could not 
believe in Jesus resurrection until he actually saw him face to face. 

It was as if a mist or fog was preventing him from believing the truth of Jesus’s resurrection. 

When he did, Jesus spoke these immortal words to him.  “Because you have seen you have believed, 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20;29 

Thomas loved the Lord but allowed human reasoning to eclipse the truth. He permitted unbelief to 
cloud his faith. But we are to live by faith and not by sight. We are to live by faith and not by signs. We 
are to live by faith and not because of some alternative system that supports our faith. 

Thomas made three very bold announcements when he was told of Christ's resurrection. UNLESS I 
shall see in His hands the print of the nails; UNLESS I put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
UNLESS thrust my hand into His side, I WILL NOT BELIEVE.  

Yet we do not hear that he handled the Lord and poked the wounds in His hands, feet, and side. 
Instead, we discover his faith is reignited as he pronounced an earth-shattering declaration - “My 
Lord and my God!" 

There may be times we wished we had lived in the days of the apostles and SEEN the Lord with our 
own eyes, and felt His gentle touch, but how blessed are we who have not seen Him in the physical 
realm but have SEEN Him with the spiritual eye of faith and are still able to cry out as Thomas did, 
my Lord, and my God. For Thomas - the mist had rolled away. 

May we not be like “doubting Thomas” but clearly see Jesus through the eyes of faith. 


