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FBC Devotion Wednesday May 27 2020 - Proverbs 3:5-6 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

These two verses are among the most beloved in the entire Bible. You may have memorized them in 
Sunday school when you were a child. Or perhaps you made a cross-stitch pattern of these words and 
hung it on your wall.  

This text is striking in its simplicity. There’s nothing difficult about it. It’s so simple that it can be 
understood by the youngest believer, and a source of comfort to the oldest saint of God. And it’s good 
for everyone in between. Let’s take those key words one by one and see what each one teaches us. 

Trust:  

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart.” In our thinking the word trust means to rely upon or to have 
confidence in. But the word here is stronger. The word means to put your full weight on something. 
To trust in the Lord is to rest your whole weight upon him–to depend on him completely. 

Lean 

Leaning is what you do when you walk with a cane or hold on to a walker because you’re unsteady. 
You lean on something when you’re not strong enough to stand alone. 

Understanding 

“Lean not on your own understanding.” Understanding is the decision-making ability that God has 
given you. When you take the word “lean” and bring in the idea of “understanding,” then add the 
negative, the meaning is something like this: “Use all your mental powers, but don’t lean on them for 
total support.” Don’t trust in your own ability to figure out your life. Lean instead on the Lord! Rest 
your weight on Him! 

Acknowledge 

“In all your ways acknowledge him.” You could translate this by saying, “In all your ways know him.” 
It’s the kind of knowing that comes with personal experience. Seen in that light, we might translate 
verse 5 this way: “In all your ways know God intimately … deeply … personally. When you know God 
that way in every area of your life, he will direct your paths.” 

Direct 

“He will make your paths straight.” If you will know God in every area of your life, He will take 
personal responsibility to make your way smooth and straight. He will remove the obstacles if they 
need to be removed. He will fill in the potholes if they need to be filled. He will redirect the detour so 
that what seemed to be a dead-end turns out to be the shortest way to reach your destination. All you 
have to do is trust in the Lord. Lay yourself completely on Him for full support. That’s the 
promise of Almighty God to you. 


