
FBC Devotion Wednesday May 20 2020 John 3:16 

In the town where Wyn as born, a magnificent Norman castle dating back to AD 1100, towers over the 
town of Carrickfergus on the shores of Belfast Lough. Yet it would surprise you that very few of the 
local townspeople have actually been inside it. How could this be? Simply because they see it every 
day and it has little significance in their lives.  

How about Scripture? Could it be that what is regarded by many as the greatest verse in the Bible 
has lost its significance because we have heard it so often? It has been memorized, sung about and 
preached about probably more than any other passage of Scripture. I speak of John 3:16 which 
some have called The Most Wonderful Promise Ever Made 

There are two reasons why it’s felt to be the greatest verse. Firstly, no other verse is so full of the 
gospel, secondly, no other single verse of scripture has brought salvation to so many people – the 
greatest statement of the gospel in the shortest possible space, God’s love being the theme. 

1. It is divine love. It is God who loved the world. The only love that we know anything about, apart 
from the revelation contained in this verse, is human love; but God, who is the author of all human 
love, is the great Lover who is mentioned here. His love is divine love, for God is love and this love is 
the greatest love in the world. 

2. It is unspeakable love. He “so loved the world.” � The little word ’so’ shows us the intensity 
of God’s love, but how intense it is no-one can say. Nowhere does the Bible attempt to define God’s 
love; it only illustrates it, and John 3:16 is the great illustration. 

3. It is eternal love. We read that “God so loved the world” When did His love begin? God’s 
love had no beginning because God Himself had no beginning. It’s not true to say that God did not 
love us until Jesus died for us. The fact is that God loved us and because of this He sent the Lord Jesus 
to die for us. This is what our verse tells us;  

4. It is a universal love. “God so loved the world”, not just some part of it but all of it. Have you 
ever thought of the miracle of a universal love? Think of the millions of people in the world - people of 
all kinds and colours, good and bad, and yet God loves them all. He doesn’t love us only when we are 
good and hate us when we are bad, but He loves us all the time.� 

5. It is unmerited love. How unmerited His love is, for there is nothing lovely in any of us for Him 
to love.  

How did God’s love show itself? How do we know He loves us? His love is declared in the words, “He 
gave His one and only Son”, and notice:-It was practical. It was unique. It was sacrificial.  

What was God’s great objective in sending His Son into the world? This question is answered in the 
words ”that whoever believes in him shall not perish but shall have eternal life.” 

This does not mean everyone, but it does mean anyone. With the word ‘whoever’ we can go to 
anyone and tell them that God loves them. Some people think that salvation has been provided for 
only a certain number of people and therefore we must be careful that when we preach or share the 
gospel, we preach it only to those people. But God loves everybody, everywhere! 


