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There’s a story about a very proud young man who came to Socrates asking for knowledge. “O great 
Socrates, I come to you for knowledge.” 

Socrates led the man through the streets to the sea, and into chest deep water. “What do you want?” 
Socrates asked. “Knowledge.” Socrates pushed him under the water then let him up. “What do you 
want?” he asked again.  “Wisdom,” the man sputtered, “O great and wise Socrates...wisdom.” 

Socrates pushed him under again, let him up then under again, each time asking “What do you want, 
young man?” “Knowledge, O wise and great and wonderful …….. 

Socrates jammed him under again. This time for almost a minute, and then he let him up “Now what 
do you want?” Without hesitation the young man answered, “Air! I want air!” 

Socrates looked sympathetically at the young man gasping before him, “When you want knowledge as 
you’ve just wanted air, then you will have knowledge.” 

In our passage this morning, we see Jesus asking the same question as Socrates. “What do you 
want me to do for you?” First, he asked it of two disciples, and then to a blind man. 

In the encounter with James and John, they came looking for prestige and recognition, Jesus told 
them that it was not for Him to give. They asked for preferential treatment, Jesus replied that the 
kingdom of God doesn’t work that way. 

The blind man simply answered…. “I want my sight.” The blind man got what he wanted, the 
disciples did not. Why? 

Today, there are millions of people praying to God for something. And one of the greatest challenges 
to our faith is when we don’t get what we’re praying for. 

Just like the young man who came to Socrates, and James and John in their request to Jesus, we 
come wanting it all without putting anything of ourselves into the mix. But the blind man, laid it all on 
the line, ignoring the crowd, he stood up, and made his way to Christ on faith and received his 
request. 

What do we want Jesus to do for us? Do we have a personal "wish list"? 

God always answers our prayers. But his answer isn't always "Yes" - the answer was "No" for 
James and John. Sometimes his answer is "Wait." 

Yes… No… Wait… What do we want Jesus to do for us? He asks us to make our request - even 
when, like Bartimaeus the blind man, our need seems obvious!  

What do we want Jesus to do for us? Is our underlying request selfish, self-centred, self-exalting 
like the request of James and John? Or do we come asking that we may see his love, and his forgiving 
redeeming grace? “Ask and it will be given to you; for everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; 
and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” 


